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THE    LONDON    BANQUET    SPEECH. 


GENERAL   REVIEW   OF   THE   SITUATION. 


KORTH-W^EST     MALADMIlSriSTRATION. 


RIEL'S     EXECUTION. 


'■  "I  DO  NOT  PROPOSE  TO  CONSTRUCT  A  POLITI- 
CAL PLATFORM  OUT  OF  THE  REGINA  SCAFFOLD,  OR 
TO  CREATE  OR  CEMENT  PARTY  TIES  WITH  THE 
BLOOD. OF  THE  CONDEMNED." 


Mr.  Blake  was  in  Europe  at  the  time  of  Riel's  execution,  and 
for  some  time  afterward.  Upon  his  return  a  banquet  was  given 
in  his  honour  at  London,  on  14th  January,  188G. 

Mr.  Blake  rose  amid  tremendous  cheering  and  spoke  as  follows : 
I  thank  you,  from  my  inmost  heart  I  thank  you,  for  the 
warmth  and  cordiality  of  your  reception,  I  know  it  to  be  far 
beyond  any  poor  deserts  of  mine ;  but  it  is  another  and  most 
marked  expression  of  that  continuous,  abiding  and  unbounded 
kindness  and  confidence  which  have  been  shown  me  by  the  Lib- 
eral party  for  these  many  years,  and  especially  during  those  dark 
and  trying  times  which  have  passed  since  I  took  the  lead.  Will 
you  allow  me  to  use  this,  my  first  available  opportunity,  to  con- 
gratulate the  Liberals  of  Ontario  on  the  activity  they  are  now 
displaying;   and   particularly  to   express  my  joy  at  the 

ENERGETIC     CONDUCT     AND     SUCCESSFUL    ORGANIZATION    OF    THE 

Young  Liberals — (hear,  hear) — and  to  retui-n  my  grateful  thanks 
for  the  honour  done  me  by  my  election  to  the  honorary  presi- 
dency of  their  great  convention,  a  gathering  from  which  I  expect 
the  best  results.  I  declare,  Sir,  that  it  would  be  as  impossible 
for  my  friends  and  supporters  in  and  out  of  Parliament  to  surpass, 
as  it  is  for  me  to  repay  their  goodness.  It  has  cheered  and  susl- 
tained  me  through  many  gloomy  and  some  stormy  hours,  and  I 
can  never  forget  it  while  I  live.  You  know,  gentlemen,  I  have 
never  concealed  it  from  you,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  I  accept- 
ed the  lead.  High  and  honourable  as  that  po?.t  is,  I  never  coveted 
it ;  it  suits  me  in  no  one  of  its  relations  to  my  life ;  I  am  deeply 
conscious  how  inadequately  I  fill  it;  and  I  grow  each  year  more 
anxious  to  return  to  the  ranks.     I  am  told  by  some  Ministerial 
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organs,  which,  of  course,  have  very  confidential  relations  with  the 
Opposition — (laughter) — that  my  wishes  are  seconded  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  my  friends.  (No,  no.)  I  am  glad  to  know  it, 
and  I  wish  that  our  community  of  sentiment  in  this  matter  might 
lead  that  contingemt  to  so  far  confide  in  me  as  to  concert  measures^ 
to  accomplish  our  common  end.  If  they  would  accept  me  as  their 
leader  for  this  purpose  only,  perhaps  we  might,  so  united,  make 
more  progress  towards  the  desired  end  than  we  have  done  hither- 
to. (Laughter.)  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  offering  myself  for 
ofiice,  but  I  make  an  exception  in  their  favour,  and  shall  expect 
their  reply  !  (Laughter.)  Meantime,  as  this  is  a  question,  not  of 
measures,  but  of  men,  they  and  I,  as  good  party  men,  must  try 
and  subordinate  our  views  for  the  moment  to  those  of  the  major- 
ity, in  the  hope  that  by  continuous  pressure  we  may  convert  them 
in  good  time  to  our  opiniono.     (Laughter.) 

To  be  serious,  gentlemen,  I  trust  that  at  no  distant  5ay  you 
will  relieve  me,  and  meantime  I  will  do  my  best,  so  far  as  health 
and  abilities  allow,  to  serve  you  in  the  place  you  impose  upon 
me.     (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.)  .      ,•• 

During  the  last  few  years  many  great  struggles  have  taken 
place,  and  the  opposing  parties  have  developed  their  views  on 
various  important  public  questions.  Let  me  run  rapidly  over  the 
roll  and  recall  to  you  some  of  these  issues,  so  that  you  may  judge 
of  the  claims  of  each  side  to  public  confidence  and  support.  Try 
the  Government,  as  I  often  told  you,  by  their  promises  and  their 
performances.     There  can  be  no  fairer  test. 

Let  us  look  at  the 
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FISCAL  AND   FINANCIAL    POLICY.        ,  ;;^,;    ;:':.:; 

They  declared  Mr.  Mackenzie's  expenditures  too  high,  and  pro- 
mised to  reduce  it.  They  have  increased  it  about  fifty  per  cent. 
They  declared  his  taxation  burdensome,  and  promised  not  to  raise 
it.  They  have  raised  it  about  fifty  per  cent.  They  condeinned 
his  taxation  as  unequal,  and  promised  to  readjust  it.  They  have 
redressed  the  inequality  by  imposing  great  sectional  taxes,  enor- 
mous burdens  on  prime  necessaries  of  life,  and  rates  of  duty  on 
important  staples  used  by  the  poor  about  twice  as  high  as  those 
laid  on  the  rich.  They  declared  his  deficits  scandalous  and  disas- 
trous, but  notwithstanding  the  vast  increase  in  taxes  they  have 
produced  magnijicent  deficits  of  their  own.  (Hear,  hear.)  And 
think  for  a  moment  what  those  deficits  would  be,  had  you  still 
the  misfortune  to  be  taxed  as  lightly  as  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  time. 
Think  of  it,  and  measure  the  failure  of  these  men  in  finance ! 
They  blamed  Mr.  Mackenzie  for  proposing  a  modest  surplus  of 
$500,000,  and  declared  that  he  had  no  right  to  levy  that  large 
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sum  in  excess  of  the  actual  demands  of  Government,  and  should 
reduce  the  taxes  at  once.  They,  by  their  great  added  duties,  col- 
lected surpluses  of  near  $20,000,000,  of  which  they  boasted  as 
evidences  of  statesmanship ;  and  they  refused  to  reduce  the  taxes, 
though  we  warned  them  of  the  result.  The  result  is  before  you — 
a  reckless  increase  of  the  public  charge,  until  it  has 
Reached  and  passed  the  capacities  of  the  enlarged  revenue, 
and  you  are  face  to  face  with  enhanced  obligations,  vast 
TAXATION  AND  AN  EMPTY  EXCHEQUER.  They  complained  of  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  increase  to  the  public  debt,  created  in  fulfilment  of 
their  own  settled  policy.  They  have  enlarged  that  debt  beyond 
the  wildest  conjectures  of  1878,  or  even  ISH'I,  and  have  thus,  apart 
from  the  heavy  charge  of  redemption,  absorbed  all  the  benefit  de- 
rivable from  the  lowered  rate  of  interest  over  the  world.  They 
have  drawn  from  the  people  in  duties  and  deposits,  and  perman- 
ently sunk,  enormous  sums  which  would  otherwise  have  gone  in- 
to circulation  ;  and  they  have  thus  increased  the  stringency  and 
clogged  the  wheels  of  trade.  They  promised  by  a  system  of  re- 
striction and  taxation  to  legislate  into  great  and  permanent  pros- 
perity the  manufacturing  and  agricultural  industries.  We  pre- 
dicted that  their  system  would  result,  as  to  manufactures,  in  the 
abstraction  for  a  varying  period  of  inordinate  profits  from  the 
people,  and  then  in  an  unwholesome  stimulus  and  an  unwise  ap- 
plication of  capital ;  that  with  our  small  population  a  glut  would 
soon  ensue  ;  and  that  there  would  follow  demoralization  of  trade, 
and  distress  alike  to  manufacturer  and  operative.  Look  at  the 
main  glories  of  their  policy,  the  cotton  industries,  tJie  vjoollen  in- 
dustries, the  sugar  industries,  for  examples,  and  read  in  their 
records  the  fulfilment  of  our  prediction  !  They  have  regulated 
the  Jlour-milling  industry  to  death. 

AS   TO  THE   AGRICULTURAL   INTEREST, 

in  whose  leading  branches  we  were  producing  a  surplus,  remember 
their  dishonest  attempts  to  gull  the  farmers ;  their  declarations 
that  they  could  improve  prices  by  duties ;  their  promises  to  bring 
a  town  population  to  every  farmer's  door.  Remember  during  a 
brief  period  of  high  prices,  their  claim  that  it  was  all  their  doing. 
Remember  also  our  declaration  that  their  policy  would  hurt  and 
could  not  help  the  farmer.  Look  at  later  prices  for  wool  and 
barley,  wheat  and  beef,  and  other  products,  and  draw  your  own 
conclusions.  As  to  the  operative  and  the  labourer,  remember  their 
promises  to  them,  and  our  argument  that  the  free  competition  in 
labour  between  Canada  arid  foreign  States  would  tend  to  regulate 
wages,  and  that  for  labour  there  was  no  protection.  It  has  since 
been  admitted  by  them  that  the  condition  of  labour  in  the  States 
is  a  main  factor. 
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Need  1  say  anything  of 


THE   BALANCE  OF  TRADE, 

of  the  Minister's  sage  declarations  that  he  was  going  to  reduce 
imports,  of  his  joy  wlien  one  year  they  balanced  exports,  of  his 
announcement  that  they  were  going  to  improve  even  on  this  ;  of 
the  condition  of  the  balances  shortly  after,  and  of  the  anxiety  now 
entertained  that  we  may  import  largely  so  as  to  pay  more  taxes  ? 
(Applause.)  n/ v^i 

After  a  i)eriod  of  distress  which  culminated  in  1879,  there  came, 
as  was  natural  and  inevitable,  in  spite  of  misgovernraent, 

A  GLEAM  OF  PROSPERITY  TO  CANADA.      ^.     ,   i.4i«  :    ..-i" 

They  claimed  it  all  for  themselves.  They  had  done  it  with  thei^ 
little  acts — (laughter) — and  what  they  had  done  they  would  con- 
tinue to  do.  They  jyromised  us  ten  years  of  prosperity.  They 
advised  us  to  clap  on  all  sail.  All  over  Canada  they  promoted 
the  boom  and  encouraged  the  expansion.  They  declared  that  it 
w^as  but  the  foretaste  of  good  things  to  come ;  we  had  had  but  the 
first  inkling  of  the  joys  prepared  for  us,     (Laughter.) 

Having  dissolved  in  1882,  at  the  top  of  the  wave,  a  year  before 
the  time,  "  Return  us,"  they  said,  "  and  we  will  make  the  good 
times  better  still.  What  we  have  done,  we  will  do  tenfold,"  Do 
you  remember  the  hundreds  of  new  manufacturers  and  the  mil- 
lions of  new  capital  that  the  verdict  of  1882  was  to  introduce 
into  Canada  ?  Many  believed  them.  They  got  their  majority. 
Many  acted  on  their  advice,  and  launched  into  adventures,  clap- 
ping on  all  sail  for  the  ten  years'  prosperous  voyage.  We  warned 
you  that  it  was  a  delusion  fostered  by  the  crime  or  the  folly  of 
the  Ministers.  Some  sensible  men  in  the  walks  of  commerce  and 
finance  soon  after  raised  their  warning  voices  too.  Much  mischief 
w^as  done,  but  much  was  thus  averted.  A  crisis  was  avoided.  But 
a  period  of  severe  distress  and  depression  is  what  you  have  under- 
gone, instead  of  the  promised  ten  years'  voyage  under  unclouded 
skies,  with  sails  swelling  before  a  favouring  breeze.  In  truth, 
instead  of  helping  they  had  hurt  you.  They  retarded  the  arrival, 
they  diminished  the  extent,  they  shortened  the  duration  of  your 
prosperity,  and  they  intensified  the  folloiulng  depression.  (Loud 
applause.) 

Look,  I  pray  you,  everywhere  and  at  everything, 
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CONTRAST  PREDICTIONS  AND  PROMISES 


with  events  and  results,  and  say  whether  our  rulers  are  to  be 
trusted  more !    Alas,  their  removal  will  not  undo  ail  the  evil  they 
Their  works  will  live  after  them.     (Laughter.) 

(1) 


have  wrought. 
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They  have  brought  the  country  into  such  a  state  that  we  Tnxist 
abandon  for  years  to  come  the  hope  of  dispensing  with  vei'y  bur- 
densome taxation,  thouj^h  I  believe  our  condition  may  be  greatly 
bettered  by  wise  readjustments  and  judicious  relaxation,  and  by 
honesty,  economy  and  retrenchment  in  government.  They  pro- 
mised to  create  a  mutually  beneficial  interprovincial  trade.  They 
have,  indeed,  forced  some  of  our  Western  products  and  trade  upon 
the  East,  but  they  have  failed  to  give  the  East  a  Western  market, 
and  they  have  produced  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  a  condition  of 
irritation  and  ill-feeling  so  marked,  a  sense  of  injustice  at  the  vio- 
lation of  pre-confederation  promises  so  great,  that  t  is  my  belief 
that  the  sentiment  as  to  Confederation  is  less  favourable,  the  link 
of  union  is  less  strong  to-day  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  I  regret 
that  many  in  the  East  blame  Confederation  rather  than  misgovern- 
ment  for  the  unhappy  results. 

'I'hey  promised  that  their  tariff  policy  would 

-        SECURE    A    RECIPROCTTY   TREATY 

in  two  years.  Reciprocity  was  their  goal ;  and  it  was  to  be  reached 
by  great  Canada  putting  pressure  on  our  little  neighbours  to  the 
south.  (Laughter.)  They  have  not  secured  reciprocity.  Tftey 
have  hardly  tried.  They  have  told  us  for  seven  years  that  it  was 
useless  to  try,  and  unpatriotic  to  talk  of  it ;  and  so  far  as  they 
dared  their  press  has  discouraged  the  idea.  This  is  for  us,  as  well 
as  for  those  of  the  United  States  near  us  on  the  south,  though  of 
course  not  for  those  more  remote,  the  greatest  material  question. 
There  is  none  so  important  on  either  side  of  the  lino  to  the 
neighbouring  populations.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  for  many  long 
years  they  have  minimized  the  chances  of  a  treaty.  In  1872  they 
declined  the  United  States  offer  of  trade  privileges  in  connection 
with  the  fishery  relations ;  they  accepted  the  principle  of  a  money 
compensation  for  the  fisheries ;  they  left  the  headland  question  in 
abeyance ;  they  abandoned  the  Fenian  raid  claims ;  they  gave 
away  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  having  thus 
seriously  damaged  and  complicated  our  interests,  they  refused, 
towards  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  though  pres.sed  as  well  by 
us  as  by  the  Imperial  Government,  to  act  with  regard  to  the  new 
conditions  shortly  to  arise.  They  took  no  step  in  time ;  but  after 
Congress  had  adjourned,  and  when,  as  everyone  but  themselves 
knew,  it  was  impossible  to  procure  a  mutual  extension,  they  pro- 
posed it  in  language  most  useful  to  the  American  Secretary. 
They  gave  him  an  easy  task.  He  blandly  adopted  their  views  as 
to  the  inexpediency  of  shutting  out  the  American  fisherman,  but, 
to  their  great  surprise,  he  told  these  superior  diplomatists  that, 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  Congress  alone  could  ex- 
tend the  freedom  of  the  trade,  and  thus  he  used  our  position  as  a 
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means  of  obtaining  a  one-sided  extension  by  which  we  gave  up 
all  and  got  nothing. 

OUR   WISE   MEN, 

informed  at  last  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
emban-assed  by  their  own  argument,  yielded,  with  results  to 
the  Canadian  fisherman  we  can  easily  understand.  Our  Govern- 
ment does  not  seem  to  have  thought  about — at  any  rate,  they 
made  no  effort  to  prolong — the  transit  arrangements,  which  soon 
after  ended  to  the  detriment  of  important  Canadian  interests.  A 
promise  was,  however,  given  that  Congress  should  be  recom- 
mended to  create  a  commission  to  consider  the  fishery  and  trade 
questions ;  and  negotiations  are  said  to  be  expected,  let  us  hope  to 
have  a  more  prosperous  issue  than  our  past  experience  oi  the 
statesmanship  of  our  representatives  would  warrant  us  in  expect- 
ing. (Hear,  hear.) 
The   1  ories  mourned  with  bitter  tears  over 

THE    EXODUS 

from  Canada  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's  time,  and  the  slow  growth  of 
poj^^ulation  in  town  and  country.  They  promised  to  change  all 
that,  and  largely  at  the  expense  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
to  introduce  fresh  numbers  to  our  soil.  But  the  exodus  was 
greater  than  before,  and  the  general  progress  of  urban  and  rural 
population  has  been  slower  than  before,  while  they  have  expended 
enormous  sums  on  immigration,  to  a  considerable  extent  on  per- 
sons who  come  into  competition  with  classes  already  hard  pressed, 
and  on  others  who  were  but  transient  visitors  to  Canada. 

They  complained  of  our  restricted  foreign  trade,  and  promised, 
by  treaties  of  commerce,  to  open  up  to  us  new  markets.  To 
achieve  these  triumphs 

THEY  APPOINTED    A    HIGH   COMMISSIONER, 

with  a  magnificent  furnished  mansion,  and  large  salary  and 
allowances,  aggregating,  I  believe,  something  near  the  salary 
of  the  United  States  Minister  at  London.  Missions  to  France 
and  Spain  became  the  order  of  the  day.  In  Spain  we  decided 
to  stop,  because  for  some  incomprehensible  reason  it  was  sup- 
posed our  advance  might  interfere  with  English  negotiations, 
which  have  come  to  nothing.  In  France  we  lost  a  treaty  by  the 
delays  incident  to  reference  to  the  Imperial  authorities.  Ihe  Min- 
isters have  laboured,  and  have  not  even  brought  forth  a  mouse. 
(Laughter.) 

But  I  forget.  There  are  mysterious  rumours  about  a  second 
French  treaty,  which  is  said  to  have  perished  untimely  before  its 
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birth,  which  has  been  buried  in  secrot,  and  which  we  must  try 
some  (lay  to  exhume  for  a  coroner's  inquest.  They  declared  that 
the  new  office  would  save  the  cost  and  inconvenience  of  English 
Ministerial  missions,  but  the  missions  have  been  more  costly  and 
numerous  than  before.  In  fact,  a  MinUter  or  two  generally 
crosses  every  year.  But  to  make  up,  the  High  Commissioner 
spends  a  good  deal  of  his  time  in  Canada.  (Laughter.)  Not- 
withstanding the  complete  failure  of  their  system,  ihey  reject  the 
step  of  securing  to  Cavada  the  right  to  make  commercial  treaties; 
the  only  step  which  will  relieve  us  from  the  entanglements  insepa- 
rable from  the  present  plan,  and  give  us  a  chance  to  advance  in 
this  direction  our  material  interests.  (Applause.)  They  have 
failed  to  secure  the  extension  of  extradition  arrangements  with 
the  United  States,  which  are  in  a  condition  scandalous  to  both 
countries,  making  each  the  refuge  of  the  other's  rogues,  and  which 
could  be  amended  easily  and  very  soon  were  we  in  direct  com- 
munication with  our  neighbours  through  an  agent  at  Washington, 
as  I  have  long  since  recommended. 

They  have  always  professed  themselves  the  only  successful  ad- 
justers of  our  relations  with  the  Provinces. 

I  have  spoken  of  their  trade  and  taxation  policy.  T  will  speak 
hereafter  of  their  centralization  policy. 

AS  TO   THE   MONEY    RELATIONS, 

theirs  has  been  a  hand-to-mouth  policy — (hear,  hear) — not  based 
on  general  principles,  bad  for  all  the  Provinces,  productive  of 
local  operations,  demands,  and  expectations  of  the  most  serious 
character.  They-  have  brought  the  question,  at  be.st  one  of  great 
difficulty,  and  touching  a  ver}'  gi'ave,  I  hope  not  a  fatal,  defect  in 
the  Confederation  scheme,  into  still  greater  difficulties.  At  this 
moment  the  situation  of  Nova  Scotia  is  serious.  That  Province 
has  made  representations  to  Ottawa  which  have  perhaps  got  into 
the  North-West  pigeon-holes — (laughter) — and  discontent  and  ir- 
ritation are  aroused.  The  settlement  with  Quebec  did  not  take 
into  account  the  claims  of  the  other  Provinces,  and  is  said  not  to 
be  final  for  Quebec  itself,  which  is  claimed  to  be  still  in  a  dis- 
tressed financial  condition.  Other  Provinces  are  coming  forward, 
and  the  whole  question  has  reached  an  acute  condition. 

W^hile  refusing  to  entertain  the  idea  of  -     ' 

REFORMING    THE    SENATE, 

the  Government  have,  by  their  appointments,  their  vacancies,  and 
by  their  management  of  Parliamentary  business,  impaired  its 
modest  possibilities  of  usefulness  and  its  modest  share  of  public 
confidence.     That   body  is  now  pretty  generally  recognized  for 
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■vhat  it  is,  a  convenient  reserve  of  Tory  patronage  when  in  office, 
and  a  powerful  weapon  in  Tory  hands  after  they  are  defeated  at 
the  polls.  (Applause.)  They  have  two  chances.  If  you  support 
them  at  the  polls  they  have  both  legislative  chamber  ,  but  if  you 
defeat  them  they  have  the  Senate  still,  and  can  use  it  to  thwart 
the  popular  will.  We  believe  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
modern  democratic  views  of  free  institutions  that  the  Executive 
should  have  power  to  nominate  legislators  for  life.  (Applause.) 
We  believe  that  the  legislative  bodies  should  be  elective,  and  respon- 
sible to  the  people  for  whom  they  make  the  laws.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Talk  of  the  Serate  as  a  revising  body  I  Read  the  record  of  its 
sittings  and  of  its  revisory  action  on  the  great  bills,  and  discard 
that  notion  forever !  (Hear,  hear).  The  Senate  contains  some 
good  men,  some  able  and.  upright  men,  but  its  constitution  is 
vicious,  and  should  be  changed. 

The  Government  was  gradually  forced,  in  part  to  make,  in  part 
to  accept,  improvements  in 

THE    ELECTION    LAWS.  ' 

To  our  long-continued  efforts  you  owe  the  one  day  and  simul- 
taneous polling  and  the  trial  by  judges.     (Hear,  hear.) 

When  the  Reformers  came  in  they  gave  up  the  right  to  name 
the  returning-officers,  and  provided  that  responsible  public  officials 
should  fill  the  posts.  But  the  Tories,  taking  advantage  of  the 
change  while  their  opponents  were  in  office,  the  moment  they  re- 
turned to  power  repealed  the  law,  and  seized  into  their  hands 
the  appointments.  They  took  and  have  abused  the  power.- 
(Hear,  hear.) 

They  have 

SYSTEMATICALLY   GERRYMANDERED  ONTARIO. 

This  Province  was  within  one  of  an  equal  division  at  the  f)olls  in 
1882.  But  the  gerrymander  took  from  us  eight  seats,  and  endan- 
gered many  more,  so  that  we  are  in  a  decided  minority  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  change  of  a  few  votes  would  have  almost  swept 
us  out  of  the  House,  though  still  sustained  by  half  the  electorate. 
This  was  a  shameful  and  shameless  act ;  a  higfh-handed  usurpa- 
tion ;  an  act  of  despotism  under  the  forms  of  fiee  institutions. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  was  an  act  which  sapped  the  foundations  of  free 
and  constitutional  government,  and  outrage  every  notion  of  fair 
play.  It  is  an  act  ivhich  we  must  never  forget  till  its  perpetra- 
tors are  published,  and  its  wrongs  undone.    (Cheers.) 

The  Government  has  since  taken  from  the  Provinces  the  power 
which  each  Province  had  up  till  lately  exercised  of  settling  the 
Dominion  franchise.     It  is  a  power  which,   as  the  neighbouring 
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Republic  proves,  it  is  more  consistent  with  the  federal  spirit  to 
leave  with  the  Provinces.     Th-ey  have  thus  created  a  double 

FRANCHISE,  A  DOUBLE  REGISTRATION,  DOUBLE  TROUBLE  AND  EX- 
PENSE. Their  franchise  is  less  liberal  than  that  of  the  late  On- 
tario Act,  and  they  retain  the  plural  vote.  They  have  conferred 
on  the  unenfranchised  Indians,  of  whom  the  bulk  are  shown,  by 
their  own  official  reports,  to  be  uneducated  and  dependent,  who 
have  not  yet  got,  are  declared  unfit  for,  and  do  not  want  the  other 
privileges  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship,  who  are  the  wards 
of  the  First  Minister  and  Chief  Superintendent,  the  right  of  vot- 
ing for  their  guardian's  candidate  if  they  choose,  and  against  him 
if  they  dare.  They  have  taken  from  the  municipal  officers  the 
preparation  of  the  lists,  and,  contrary  to  the  English  system,  have 
seized  the  appointment  of  makers  and  revisere  into  their  own 
hands.  Their  use  of  the  power  has  been  moderated  for  a  time 
by  the  vigourous  opposition  and  the  force  of  public  opinion  ;  but 
they  have  in  some  cases  greatly  abused  the  power  by  the  choice 
of  partizans  whose  names  figure  in  the  records  of  election  peti- 
tions, and  are  embalmed  in  the  judgments  on  the  trials.  This 
act  should  have  an  end. 

They  have,  besides  these  indirect  means  of  affecting  the  people's 
choice, 
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THEMSELVES   ELECTED  MEMBERS  OF 


PARLIAMENT. 


They  made  Sir  Charles  Tupper  member  for  Cumberland  by  act  of 
Parliament.  By  resolution  they  turned  off  the  choice — the  ad- 
mitted choice — of  the  majority  of  the  electors  of  Kings ;  they  re- 
fused to  take  the  opinion  of  the  court ;  they  refused  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  people  ;  they  seated  in  Parliament  the  man  whom 
Kings  had  rejected,  and  he  now  represents  the  people,  forsooth,  by 
grace  not  of  the  people's  votes,  but  of  the  Conservative  majority 
in  Parliament ! 
As  to 

n"  THE   CANADIAN    PACIFIC   RAILWAY, 

the  question  is  so  vast  and  so  encumbered  with  details  that  I 
despair  in  this  rapid  review  of  giving  you  even  a  bird's-eye 
glimpse  of  its  later  history.  In  lh78  both  parties  were  agreed 
that  the  country  shouhl  not  be  further  taxed  for  its  construction, 
but  leading  Tories  thought  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  gone  too  fast; 
they  were  alarmed  because  up  to  1877  $6,250,000  had  been  spent, 
and  they  condemned  as  premature  the  work  between  Port  Arthur 
and  Winnipeg.  In  1881  they  proposed  that  we  should  arrange 
for  a  couipany  to  construct  part  and  own  the  whole  road  at  a  cost 
to  the  public  of  about  $60,000,000  in  cash,  and  25,000,000  acres  ; 
and  that  we  should  give  the  company  vast  privileges  and  mono- 
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polies.  They  rejected  better  terais.  But  they  pretended  that 
their  bargain  would  involve  no  burden  on  the  people,  as  it  would 
be  settled  out  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  They  justified  the 
enormous  price,  because  of  the  expected  loss  in  operating  in  the 
early  years  ;  and  they  declared  that  the  terms  were  liberal  because 
they  were  final,  and  that  the  contractors  could  and  would  do  the 
work  without  further  calls  on  us.  They  have  allowed  the  com- 
pany to  enlarge  enormously  the  sphere  of  its  operations  beyond 
the  contract  line ;  to  apply  its  credit  and  devote  its  energies 
largely  to  these  operations,  and  to  expend  on  them  out  of  the 
company's  resources  to  the  close  of  1884  over  $18,000,000.  They 
have  allowed  the  Company  up  to  the  same  date  to  pay  or  set 
aside  for  dividends  about  $20,000,000.  They  luive  allowed  it  to 
adopt  in  its  stock  operations  the  icater  systeon,  so  that  for  $25,- 
000,000  stock  the  original  proprietors  paid  only  $10,000,000,  and 
for  the  whole  $65,000,000  the  company  received  only  $29,500,000. 
They  have  since  lent  the  company  $30,000,000,  and  have  spent  or 
pledged  in  connection  with  the  extended  schemes  nearly  $14,000,- 
000  more.  Taking  no  account  of  the  $11,000,000  received  by  the 
company  from  the  land  grant  or  of  the  temporary  loan  of  last 
session,  the  public  expenditure  in  gifts  and  loans  of  cash  is  thus 
$104,000,000,  or  nearly  $500,000  for  each  electoral  district,  or 
$120  fo7'  each  head  of  a  family  in  Canada.  Of  this  sum  about 
$20,000,000  has  been  paid  out  of  duties  costing  the  consumers 
near  $30,000,000,  and  for  the  rest  w^e  borrow  and  pay  interest,  less 
of  course  the  company's  repayments  on  theii'  loans. 

TO   PERSUADE  US   ON, 

they  told  us  in  1883  that  between  that  year  and  1891  we  would 
receive  from  North-West  lands  $58,000,000  in  cash.  Had  they 
divided  that  sum  by  ten  they  would  have  been  nearer  the  mark  ! 
Since  then  they  have  impaired  the  securitj-  and  lowered  the  in- 
terest for  the  loan.  And  all  this  has  happened  while  the  cost  of 
the  work  to  be  done  by  the  company  under  contract  cannot  be 
more,  and  ought  to  be  less,  than  $58,000,000.  They  have  hastened 
beyond  all  reason  and  prudence  the  completion  of  the  road,  at 
enormous  added  cost,  and  in  advance  of  any  tangible  necessity, 
or  any  early  prospect  of  local  trafHc  over  the  laryer  j)art  of  its 
mileage. 

They  have  thus 

IMPAIRED  THE  IMMEDIATE  PROSPECTS  OF  THE  ENTERPRISE, 

and  at  the  same  time  charged  upon  the  traffic  of  tlie  NorLh-West 
unnecessary  burdens,  while  for  tliat  country  the  vital  question  is 
cheap  rates  of  i-ailway.     To   i>reserve  the  company's  monopoly, 
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they  have  disallowed  local  railway  legislation  in  Manitoba,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  rights  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the 
Province,  and  we  do  not  yet  see  the  end. 

LOOK   AT  THEIR   NORTH-WEST   POLICY  ! 

At  one  time  they  encouraged  speculation  and  promoted  the 
boom  which  has  caused  so  much  misery  there  and  here.  At 
another  time  they  closed  large  tracts  to  settlement.  Always  have 
they  been  slow,  negligent,  and  not  responsive  to  the  calls  of  duty 
which  were  exacting  as  regards  the  development  and  administra- 
tion of  that  vasC  region ;  and  so  they  created  discontent  and  re- 
tarded solid  progi'ess.  They  have  used  that  country  as  a  happy 
hunting  ground  for  their  supporters  inside  and  outside  of  Par- 
liament, from  Lieutenant-Governor  Dewdney  to  expectant-Regis- 
trar Wilkinson.  It  has  been  one  of  the  party  resources  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. We  have  legal,  medical,  mercantile  and  broken-down 
politicians  in  the  older  Provinces  turning  up  in  every  comer  of 
the  records,  as 


Timber  speculators, 
Coal  miners, 
Railway  promoters, 
Land  Speculators, 


Ranch e  owners, 
Gold  miners. 

Land  company  promoters, 
Office  holders, 
Contractors, 


all  looking  to  Ottawa  and  begging  for  favours.  This  phase  of  the 
business  has  assumed  in  the  Legislature  the  proportions  of  a  public 
scandal.  (Hear,  hear.)  Members  have  been  using  their  parlia- 
mentary position  to  obtain,  advantages  for  themselves,  and  to 
procure  at  a  price  these  advantages  for  others. 

I  know  of  a  member,  and  so  do  you,  who,  as  a  reward  for  his 
influence  and  exertions  in  securing  advantages,  got 

GRATUITOUS  INTERESTS  IN  TWO  COLONIZATION  COMPANIES 

— blind  shares  they  call  them.  I  know  of  a  member  who  stipu- 
lated for  a  commission  on  the  amount  of  a  railway  subsidy  he 
was  promoting  at  Ottawa.  I  know  of  a  member  who,  being  a 
director  in  a  railway  company,  demanded  as  his  share  about  half 
the  expected  profits  of  the  promoters,  on  the  threat  that  he  other- 
wise would  use  his  influence  against  the  company's  grant,  which 
he  thought  he  could  help  or  hinder.  » 

I  n^ed  not  go  on,  though  I  could  go  further  and  climb  higher. 

The  STATE  OF    THINGS    IS    DISGUSTING    AND   ALARMING.      Nor  can 

you  be  surprised  that  men  engaged  in  such  transactions  are  but 
little  open  to  reason  and  argument.     Their  ears  are  in  thHr  pockets. 
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But  you  ought  not  to  be  astonished  at  this  condition  of  affairs. 
When  the  Canadian  people  returned  to  power  the  actors  in  the 
Pacific  Scandal,  these  results  were  predicted.  We  could  not  but 
suffer  a  degradation  of  the  public  morals.  I  do  not  intend  to  deal 
with  the  graver  features  of  that  transaction,  but  let  me  recall  to 
you  one  minor  incident.  Do  you  remember  that  in  '72  there  was 
a  private  bargain  whereby  a  prominent  member  secured  a  secret 
share  in  the  company  ?  On  *^he  surface  he  was  to  pose  as  the 
independent  member  for  Blankton,  arguing  and  voting  on  high 
J  ublic  grounds  for  large  subsidies  and  liberal  treatment  to  the 
company.  In  truth,  he  was  to  be  a  partner  in  the  concern, 
making  profits  out  of  his  vote  and  his  seat.  The  facts  became 
known,  but  after  a  decorous  period  of  retirement  he  was  again 
returned  by  his  constituents,  and  now  fills  a  Ministerial  ofHce.  If 
such  a  transaction  is  to  be  followed  by  political  promotion,  why 
should  you  be  surprised  that  it  is  followed  by  still  more  objection- 
able and  scandalous  relations  between  members  and  the  public 
chest  ?  Why  should  you  he  surprised  that  the  disease  has  infected 
electors  as  well  as  members,  and  that  more  and  more  openly  the 
atrocious  doctrine  is  disseminated  that  the  public  moneys  should 
be  appropriated,  and  that  local  claims  should  be  regarded  ivith 
reference  to  the  political  opinions  of  the  district,  and  the  degree  of 
support  it  may  accord  to  the  Government  of  the  da^j. 

Nor  is  this  all.     The       .,  -    »    -r--  .  , 


PATRONAGE  IS  ABUSED. 
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The  office-holder  is  not  free  to  vote  as  he  wills.  I  know  a  case  in 
which  a  member  warned  an  office-holder  that  if  he  voted  against 
the  Government  candidate  he  might  lose  his  office,  in  which  the 
man  did  so  vote,  and  was  shufHed  out  of  his  office  accordingly. 
Thus  you  all  see  that  a  gigantic  system  of  corrupt  influence  has 
been  organized,  by  which  the  independent  action  of  members  and 
electors  is  checked,  and  the  ascendency  of  the  Government  is 
maintained.  Our  task  is  to  break  that  system  dotun !  (Cheers.) 
In  another  sphere  of  politics  a  most  unfortunate  line  has  been 
pursued  by  Ministers.  They  have  attempted  a  course  of  cen- 
tralization subversive  of  the  federal  pact.  Our  future  depends 
largely  on  the  full  recognition  of  the 

FEDERAL  CHARACTER  OF  OUR  CONSTITUTION, 


and  the  preservation  of  our  local  liberties.  But  the  Minister  was 
from  the  beginning  a  legislative  unionist  on  principle.  If  he 
could  have  had  his  way,  all  power  would  have  been  centered  at 
Ottawa.     He  became  a  Federalist  from  interest,  as  the  condition 

0) 


fJ 


T!. 


'•■  i 


I  '  ■ 


Vr  13 

/of  keeping  power ;  that  power  he  has  used,  so  far  as  he  dared,  in 
furthering  legislative  union.  Both  in  framing  and  in  interpreting 
the  federal  act  he  has  minimized  its  federal  character. 

He  has  made  many  failures  in  his  anti-provincial  campi  igns, 
but  he  has  attained  some  successes  injurious  to  his  country.  Of 
these  late  examples  are  the  extension  of  the  power  of  disallow- 
ance, the  seizure  of  the  provincial  railways,  and  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  franchises.  As  to  his  unsuccessful  attempts,  he  claimed 
the  right  to  the  issue  of  marriage  licenses,  but  the  Imperial 
authorities  decided  against  the  constitutional  lawyer — (laughter) 
— who  has  boasted  so  vain-gloriously  of  his  infallibility ;  and  he 
was  forced  to  abandon  his  prey.  He  claimed  the  right  to  es- 
cheats; but  the  Privy  Council  has  decided  against  the  view  of 
the  constitutional  lawyer.  (Laughter.)  And  he  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  prey. 

The  Ontario  Legislature  by  act  declared  that  the  law  gave  a 
right  to  run  timber  down  certain  streams,  and  it  provided  for  com- 
pensation for  the  use  of  the  owner's  improvements.  The  constitu- 
tional lawyer — (laughter) — averred  that  this  act  altered,  and  did 
not  declare  the  law ;  that  it  was  a  theft  of  the  owner's  property  ; 
and  he  disallowed  it  thrice  as  unjust.  The  Privy  Council  decided, 
against  the  view  of  the  constitutional  lawyer,  that  the  law  was 
such  as  the  Ontario  Legislature  had  declared  it  to  be ;  so  that 
they  had  not  stolen  the  owner's  property ;  on  the  contrary  their 
act  was  his  security  for  compensation  for  lawful  use. 

So  I  believe  the  last  Streams  Act  has  not  been  disallowed ;  we 
kear  no  more  of  this  great  outrage  on  the  rights  of  property ;  we 
hear  no  more  of  theft ;  he  has  been  forced  to  abandon  his  prey. 
(Applause.) 

Yet  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  constitution  is  not  healed ;  nor 
will  be  until  there  is  at  least  some  formal  declaration  and  repudi- 
ation of  the  claim  to  disallow  local  legislation  on  local  matters  not 
affecting  Dominion  interests,  simply  because  an  Ottawa  Minister 
may  fancy  the  act  unjust.  This  pretention  is  subversive  of  the 
chief  of  all  j^rovincial  rights — that  of  effective  legislation  on  purely 
local  affairs.  ^  -  '^  ^i.r,- 

The  constitutional  lawyer  declared  that  the  limits  of  Ontario  to 
the  West  did  not  reach  Port  Arthur,  and  to  the  North  were  the 
height  of  land;  he  averred  that  the  limits  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Albany  River,  and  other  waters  were  wrong  and 
coull  not  be  supported  by  any  court  or  tribunal  in  the  world. 

HE   SOUGHT  TO   SEIZE  ON  A  TERRITORY,  THE  SIZE  OF  A  KINGDOM, 
WHICH  WAS  THE  PROPERTY  OF  ONTARIO. 

For  the  paltry  purpose  of  creating  strife  between  Ontario  and 
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Manitoba,  he  assumed  to  hand  over  this  temtory  to  Manitoba. 
She  was  encouraged  to  tak^  possession,  while  Ontario  was  declared 
to  be  violent  and  wrong,  because  she  claimed  her  own.  Blc  the 
Privy  Council  has  decided  against  the  boundary  set  up  bj'  the 
constitutional  lawer,  and  substantially  in  favourof  that  which  he 
said  no  court  or  tribunal  would  support ;  he  will  be  forced  to> 
abandon  his  prey.     (Applause.) 

The  constitutional  lawyer  declared  that  even  if  the  limits  were ' 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  j^et  Ontario  had  no  right  to  the  lands,  the 
timber,  the  mines  or  the  minerals ;  that  these  all  belonged  to  Can- 
ada ;  that  not  a  stick  of  timber  or  a  lump  of  lead,  iron  or  gold  would 
ever  be  Ontario's;  and  he  has  tried  to  divide  up  her  inheritance 
among  his  political  friends.  But  tbj  Chancellor  has  held  that 
the  constitutional  lawyer  is  wrong;  that  the  property  is  Ontario's. 
(Applause.)  I  am  told  that  the  prospect  of  a  favourable  result  in 
the  higher  court  is  excellent ;  and  so  we  may  hope  that  he  will  be 
obliged  to  abandon  his  prey. 

The  constitutional  lawyer,  seeking  in  1882  the  \ 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  LICENSED  VICTUALLERS,  'c 

declared  that  he  had  never  doubted  that  the  Local  Legislatures  " 
had  no  right  to  regulate  the  sale  of  drink  ;  that  their  acts  were ' 
waste  paper  ;  that  they  would  be  so  decided  by  the  courts ;  and 
he  advised  the  victuallers  to  test  them.  He  declared  that  if  re- 
turned  he  would  pass  an  act  taking  away  his  power  from  that 
little  tyrant  Mowat.  (Loud  cheers  and  laughter.)  The  victuallers 
were  pleased,  and  voted  accordingly.  They  called  on  him  to  re-~* 
deem  his  pledge.  He  then  told  Parliament  that  Ottawa  legisla- 
tion was  necessarj'- ;  that  the  local  liquor  laws  were  void ;  that  the 
sale  was  free ;  that  we  must  act  at  once ;  and  all  this  he  said  was 
shown  by  Russell's  case.  We  pointed  out  that  Russell's  case  did 
not  so  decide;  and  that  at  any  rate  it  was  ill  argued;  the  question 
of  municipal  rights  was  never  raised  ;  some  of  the  reasoning  was 
questionable ;  and  that  the  proposed  legislation  was  wrong.  He  . 
insisted,  and  proposed  a  committee  to  frame  a  law.  We  declined 
to  sit  on  his  committee.  He  brought  in  their  report  and  intro- 
duced his  bill.  We  proposed  postponement  till  the  question  he 
had  raised  should  be  settled  by  the  court  He  refused.  We  pro- 
posed action  to  remove  the  doubt  in  the  sense  of  the  Provincial 
rights  acted  on  for  fifteen  years.  Ho  refused.  He  forced  his  mea- 
sure through,  created  his  ojffices,  established  his  macJiinery,  collected 
his  fees,  issued  his  licenses,  and  involved  the  community  in  tur- 
moil, confusion  and  expense.  Meantime  the  victuallers  had 
taken  his  advice.  They  tested  the  local  Act  The  Privy  Council 
decided — against  the  constitutional  lawyer — that  the  acts  he  had 
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declared  waste  paper  were  good  and  valid.  (Cheers.)  Confusion 
became  woi-se  confounded. 

Next  session  cai^^e.  We  called  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  which 
it  was  now  shown  was  not  necessary,  the  ground  for  which  had 
wholly  failed.  He  refused.  He  declared  that  though  the  local 
laws  were  valid,  the  federal  law  was  so  also,  and  would  supersede 
them. 

THE  CLOVEN  HOOF  APPEARED. 

(Laughter).  It  was  a  matter  of  policy  now,  not  of  necessity.  He 
wanted  to  centralize.  In  the  end  we  forced  a  reference  to  the 
courts.  The  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  main  parts  of  the 
law,  were  ultra  vires. 

Last  session  came.  We  asked  him  to  discontinue  the  struggle. 
He  obstinately  refused.  We  could  obtain  only  a  suspension,  and 
the  worry  continued  still.  Now  the  Privy  Council  has  decided 
that  the  emphatic  and  positive  declaration  of  the  constitutional 
lawyer  was  altogether  wrong,  and  that  the  Act  is  ultra  vires.  The 
struggle  was  severe  and  protracted.  It  is  ended  now  !  His  cohorts 
are  disbanded;  his  licenses  are  torn  up:  his  staff  is  oflf  duty  ;  his 
Act  is  waste  paper.  He  has  been  forced  to  abandon  his  prey. 
(Loud  applause.)  But  at  what  cost  to  the  public  and  to  citizens, 
it  will  not  be  easy  to  count  up.  Can  you  wonder  that  some  people 
have  actually  begun  to  lose  faith  a  little  in  the  statesmanship  and 
skill  which,  with  such  large  pretensions,  has  produced  such  inade- 
quate results  ?     (Laughter.) 

Now  the  Government  has  all  this  time  been  so 
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BUSY  WITH   POLITICAL   INTRIGUE, 

with  schemes  for  retaining  or  obtaining  political  support,  with 
jobs,  with  the  regulation  of  our  private  business,  with  its  attacks 
on  the  Provinces,  that  it  seems  to  have  had  no  time  or  energy  for 
the  discharge  of  its  most    obvious  and    important  duties.     It 

MARKED  THE   EARLY   PART  OF    ITS  OLD   LEASE   OF  POWER   BY   THE 

North- West  rebellion  of  1869.    It  has,  I  believe,  marked 

THE  CLOSING  SCENES  OF  ITS  NEW  LEASE  BY  THE  NoRTH-WeST  RE- 
BELLION OF  1885.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  go  into  the  details  to- 
night. I  have  done  so  in  Parliament  already.  Remeinber,  that 
Oovernment  was  very  specially  responsible  for  diligence  and  liber- 
ality in  dealing  with  the  North-  West,  because  of  former  events, 
and  because  it  was  an  unrepresented  country,  autocratically  gov- 
erned. I  have,  nevertheless,  shown  be)'ond  all  doubt,  out  of  the 
selected  papers  brought  down  under  compulsion  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  most  scandalous  neglect,  delay  and  mismanagement. 
With  an  c  lormous  Indian  expenditure  they  had  the  Indians  largely 
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in  a  state  of  hunger,  insubordination  and  disquiet.  With  seven 
years*  time  for  action,  full  power  to  act,  full  knowledge  of  the  dis- 
content, and  of  the  danger  of  delay,  with  constant  petitions,  reso- 
lutions, representations,  pressure  and  remonstrances,  they  yet  did 
nothing  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  North-West  half-breeds  to  like 
treatment  as  was  accorded  those  of  Manitoba  till  it  was  too  late — 
till  the  fire  was  in  the  heather. 

When  they  first  acted,  it  was  in  a  lame,  inadequate  and  halting 
sense,  and  with  a  fatal  pause.  (Cheers.)  Even  their  second  step, 
after  the  outbreak,  was  unjust  and  unsatisfactory,  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  commission  had  repoj'ted  the  need  to  yield  that  they 
yielded.  They  showed,  also,  gross  negligence  in  dealing  with  the 
claims  of  the  Manitoba  enumerated  half-breeds,  whose  first  de- 
mands, though  pressed  and  proved  for  years,  they  refused  to  recog- 
nize or  settle,  nor  vv^ere  they  dealt  with  till  April,  1885.  ^j 

Their  action  as  to  the  land  office,  the  opening  of  the  land  for 
entry,  the  surveys,  the  settlement  of  land  claims,  the  recognition 
of  early  occupation,  wood  rights,  land  patents,  colonization  com- 
panies and  reserves,  and  their  system  of  dealing  with  letters,  pe- 
titions and  reports  were  marked  by 


APATHY,  INCAPACITY,  NEGLECT,   PROCRASTINATION   AND   BUNGLINQ. 
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In  truth,  the  story  is  almost  incredible,  were  it  not  proved  out 
of  the  records. 

Then  in  June,  1884,  came  Riel. 

There  was  ample  time  that  summer  to  settle  all.  All  might 
have  been  even  then  adjusted ;  the  grievances  which  were  his  in- 
struments removed,  and  his  power  broken.  They  knew -he  ivas 
there ;  they  knew  he  was  agitating ;  they  knew  the  danger ;  Sir 
David  Macpherson  new  it ;  Sir  John  Macdonald  kneiv  it ;  Sir 
Hector Langevln  knew  it;  Sir  Adolphe  Garon  knew  it — the  whole 
corps  of  Knights  knew  it.  They  were  warned  time  and  again ; 
they  were  implored ;  they  were  threatened.  Nothing  moved 
them. 

They  were  roused  to  action  only  on  the  eve  of  the  outbreak. 

TOO  LATE,  ALAS,  TOO  LATE  ! 

(Applause.)  They  were  as  ineffective  in  measures  of  repression 
and  defence  as  in  those  of  redress.  They  demoralized  and  dis- 
banded the  local  forces.  With  three  years'  warning  they  left 
the  guns  in  such  an  unserviceable  state  that  they  became  useless 
at  Cut  Knife,  to  the  great  danger  of  our  gallant  troops.  They 
chose  a  military  post  at  Carleton,  which  was  only  tenable  while 
there  was  no  enemy — (laughter) — ^and  was  abandoned  the  first 
instant  of  the  war. 
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These  are  but  samples  of  their  conduct.  I  say  nothing  of  the 
cost  of  the  war,  or  the  mana^'ernent  of  that  business.  Now,  you 
know 

WHAT  FOLLOWED  THE  OUTBREAK. 

The  loss  of  many  lives ;  many  wounds  ;  much  suffering ;  terror 
and  anxiety  among  the  scattered  settlers  ;  great  hardships  ;  losses 
to  individuals  ;  millions  drawn  from  the  public  chest ;  the  country 
injured  ;  the  Indians  unsettled ;  a  state  of  affairs  produced  of  which 
we  cannot  see  the  end. 

,1  brought  the  subject  before  Parliament  at  the  end' of  last  ses- 
sion, but  the  House  was  exhausted,  the  papers  were  unprinted, 
the  members  had  not  read  them  ;  Government  denied  the  accur- 
acy of  my  statements  ;  they  called  on  their  supporters  to  confide 
in  them ;  they  declared  my  motion  inopportune,  and  called  on 
their  supporters  on  that  ground  to  vote  it  down  ;  and  voted  down 
it  was.  Since  then  there  has  been  time  to  read  the  papers ;  the 
objections  of  last  session  no  longer  apply.  Some  of  their  sup- 
porters have  already  declared  that  the  Government  was  wrong, 
and  I  do  not  believe  they  would  now  repeat  their  vote. 

WHAT  IS  TO  BE   THE  PENALTY  Foil  THE   MEN  WHO    HAVE,  BY  THEIR 
^  ^     CRIMINAL  NEGLECT  AND   INCAPACITY,  PRODUCED  THESE  SAD 

RESULTS  ? 

I  have  told  them  that  in  older  days  they  would  have  been  im- 
peached as  traitors  to  their  trust.  (Prolonged  applause.)  These 
are  not  our  modern  ways.  The  penalty  is  milder — for  such  an 
offence  as  theirs,  too  mild.  It  is  but  a  withdrawal  of  the  power 
they  have  abused,  of  the  confidence  they  have  betrayed. 

This  mild  penalty  we  call  on  the  people  to  inflict,  and  I  will  not 
so  far  despair  of  my  country  as  to  doubt  the  answer  to  that  call. 
(Cheers.) 

Since  the  close  of  the  outbreak  an  event  growing  out  of  it  has 
to  a  great  degree  engrossed  the  public  attention,  and  to  that  I  now 
turn — I  mean 

THE   FATE  OF   RIEL. 

An  effort  has  been  made  for  obvious  political  purposes  to  colour 
the  character  and  exaggerate  the  import  of  the  agitation  on  this 
subject.  Some  Quebec  supporters  of  the  Government  have,  in 
common  with  some  of  its  Quebec  opponents,  denounced  its  action 
in  very  strong  language,  and  words  have  been  used,  suggestions 
have  been  made,  things  have  been  done,  which  do  not  commend 
themselves  to  my  judgment.     (Cheers.) 

On  the  other  hand,  the  most  violent  language  has  been  used  in 
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the  Ontario  Ministerial  organ.  The  rnovement ,  as  a  whole,  has,  in 
iny  view,  been  misrepresented,  and  a  deliberate  design  is  ap- 
parent on  the  part  of  th£  Ontario  Tories  to  create  and  intensify 
a  war  of  race  and  creed,  and  to  obscure  by  this  means  all  the  real 
issues  between  parties  in  order  to  raise  an  issue,  false  in  itself, 
and  ivhich,  handled  as  proposed  by  the  Ministerial  press,  would 
imperil  the  future  of  our  country.     (Cheers.) 

It  is  quite  certain  that  this  <]ue8tion  must,  and  it  is  most  des- 
irable that  it  should,  be  shortly  debated  in  Parliament,  and  that 
those  who  challenge  the  conduct  of  the  Government  should  ten- 
der a  definite  issue.  This  I  hold,  though  I  entertain  very  strong 
opinions  as  to  the  reserve  which  should  attend  criticisms  on  the 
exercise  in  ordinary  cases  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 

As  Minister  of  Justice  I  have  had  to  advise  in  many  capital 
cases,  and  I  do  not  forget  the  heavy  responsibility  which  rests  on 
those  in  whose  hands  are  the  issues  of  life  and  death,  and  whose 
task  is  rendered  all  the  more  difficult  by  reason  of  the  large 
measure  of  discretion  vested  in  them,  and  expressed  in  the  word 
clemency.  I  know  how  much  the.se  difficulties  are  enhanced  by  - 
heated  partizan  and  popular  discussion,  in  which  distorted  views 
and  an  imperfect  appreciation  of  facts  are  likely  to  prevail.  I 
have  been  falsely  and  wantonly  accused  of  selling  the  prerogative 
for  personal  and  for  political  gain.  I  deprecated  then,  as  I  would 
deprecate  now,  such  attacks  on  Ministers  unless  made  with  good 
and  sufficient  reason.  So  delicate,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  exercise 
of  this  prerogative,  that  while  I  have  sometimes  been  unable  to 
reconcile  my  judgment  to  that  of  the  present  Ministers,  I  have 
felt  it,  on  the  whole,  the  lesser  evil  to  be  silent  than  to  raisse  a 
debate,  and  I  can  easily  conceive,  in  fact  I  have  known  of  cases 
in  which,  though  I  miorht  differ  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Min- 
isters,  I  should  yet  refuse  to  censure  them  for  honestly  taking  a 
line  which  I  would  not  follow. 


BUT    WtS    MUST    BE    GUIDED    IN    EACH    CASE    BY   ITS   OWN    CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 

The  right  of  discussion,  of  advice,  of  censure,  has  been  denied  by 
a  leading  Ministerial  organ.  Yet  it  is  unquestionable.  Ministers 
are  responsible  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases.  I  was  myself  instru- 
mental in  procuring  the  reform  which  made  this  sure,  and  the 
rights  which  I  helped  to  secure  for  my  country  I  will  help  to 
maintain.  (Cheers.)  But  I  declare  that  the  occasion  must  be 
special  which  renders  discussion  opportune,  and  the  case  clear 
which  renders  censure  expedient. 

Why,  then,  do  I  hold  that  this  is  plainly  a  case  for  Parliament- 
,ary  discussion.     For  several  reasons. 
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Because  the  trial  was  for  an  extraordinary  political  offence.  A 
great  agitation  lias  supervened,  and  various  questions  have  been 
raised  which  cannot  V)e  disposed  of  save  after  full  debate  in  Par- 
liament. 

Because  some  prominent  supporters  of  the  Government  declare 
that  they  liave  been  misled,  deceived  and  betrayed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  this  charge  must  be  investigated.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Because  thesr  men  also  declare  that  the  Government  acted, 
not  on  principle,  but  on  party  considerations,  to  punish  an  old  of- 
fence, and  to  gratify  the  hate  of  a  section  of  their  supporters,  a 
statement  which  demands  inquiry.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Because  unhappily  at  an  early  day,  and  before  the  trials,  the 
Gocernm'int  decliuing  the  position  of  neutrality  and  indiference 
which  as  the  representatives  of  public  justice,  public  mercy,  and 
j)ublic  policy  they  should  have  maintained,  declared  that  the  charge 
which  1  preferred  against  them  of  neglect,  delay,  and  mismanage- 
ment in  ^orth- West  a  fairs  was  the  defence  of  their  prisoners, 
thus  making  themselves  substantially  private  parties  to  the  cause, 
and  in  effect  resting  their  defence  on  the  prisoners  conviction. 

1  have  always  held  that  both  parties  might  be  deeply  guilty, 
the  Government  for  neglect,  delay  and  mismanagement,  and  the 
insurgents  for  rising  in  rebellion,  always  a  grave  offence  against 
the  State,  and  in  this  case  aggravated  by  the  incitements  to  the 
Indians  to  revolt.  But  the  Government  identified  their  acquittal 
with  the  prisoners  conviction,  and  thus  disqualified  themselves 
for  just  judgment.     (Cheers.) 

For  these  and  other  reasons  I  deprecate  any  attempt  to  evade 
or  delay  the  Parliamentary  discussion,  and  am  ready  to  facilitate 
as  far  as  I  can  the  ventilation  of  the  whole  question,  including 
the  sentences  of  imprisonment,  as  to  which  I  may  be  allowed  to 
express  the  hope  that  Government  will,  without  delay,  deal  with 
those  sentences  in  a  large  and  merciful  spirit.  But  while  I  am  of 
this  opinion,  I  hold  strong  views  as  to  the  character  of  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  conduct  of  the  French-Canadians  in 
raising  this  question,  and 
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A   WICKED   ATTEMPT  HAS   BEEN    MADE, 
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taking  advantage  of  some  too  hot  and  intemperate  phrases,  to 
arouse  prejudices  of  race  and  creed  against  them  because  they 
have  shown  specially  warm  feelings  in  this  matter.  It  is  true 
that  we  Canadians  are  in  a  political  sense  one  people.  I  could 
wish  that,  without  obliterating  race  predictions,  there  were  among 
us  greater  unity  and  love  as  fellow-Canadians.  (Hear,  hear.)  To 
that  end  I  have  laboured  in  my  humble  way,  and  not  long  since 
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when  defending  those  of  another  faith  than  mine  against  what  I 
believed  to  ho  unjust  aspersions,  I  pointed  out  the  true  path  of 
duty  in  a  community  of  divers  races  and  creeds  like  ours,  "  where 
we  must  combine  firmness  in  the  assertion  of  our  own  rights  with 
fulness  in  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  othei*s — (cheers) — wo 
must  cultivate  moderation  and  forbearance ;  wo  must  hold  to  tho 
ample  acknowledgment  of  each  man's  individual  rights  of  con- 
science in  religious  matters,  and  to  tho  common  citizenship  of  all 
in  civil  affaii's  if  we  wouM  make  of  Canada  a  great  and  free 
country,  inhabited  by  a  happy  and  uniterl  people."  (Cheers.)  ' 
Race  and  religious  feelings  however,  exist,  and  will  have  their 
effect.  It  is  natural  that  those  of  us  who  are  of  one  Province, 
blood  or  faith,  should  feel  more  warmly  than  tho  rest  in  the  cause 
of  men  of  our  own  Province,  origin  or  creed.     (Hear,  hear.) 


IH 


BLOOD  IS  THICKER   THAN   WATER. 

The  condition  I  affix  is  this,  that  they  should  fouml  their  aj.peal 
on  the  great  principles  of  justice,  mercy  and  policy  applicable  to 
all  alike,  and  should  demand  no  special  favours  by  reason  of  Pro- 
vince, race  or  creod. 

Those  of  us  who  belong  to  the  other  elements  of  our  nationality 
have  also  our  duty  to  do — to  make  ample  allowance  for  warmth 
of  utterance  and  hasty  phrase,  to  calm  rather  than  to  excite  pre- 
judice, and  to  decide  on  broad  and  general,  jxwt  and  generous 
vieius,  such  as  we  would  wish  applied  to  ourselves.  Let  as  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  vs.     (Cheers.) 

As  to  the  union  for  political  purposes  of  one  race  or  creed,  ir- 
respective of  political  principles,  I  am  not  now  to  speak  for  the 
first  time  my  mind.  In  1871,  when  expressing  the  strong  opin- 
ions I  felt  and  feel  on  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  Scott,  I  de- 
precated any  attempt  to  decide  the  question  on  the  ground  of 
nationality  or  religion.  In  1877,  when  protesting  against  some 
ill-advised  pretensions  on  the  subject  of  undue  influence,  I  de- 
clared that  I  should  struggle  "  to  preserve  to  each  one  of  my  fellow- 
countrymen,  whatever  his  creed,  the  same  full  and  ample  measure 
of  civil  freedom  which  he  now  enjoys  under  tbiOse  laws  which  en- 
able him  and  me,  though  we  may  be  of  diverse  faiths,  to  meet  on 
the  same  platform,  and  to  differ  according  to  our  own  political 
convictions,  and  not  according  to  our  religious  faith,  or  the  dicta- 
tion of  any  other  man,  lay  or  clerical."  (Cheers.)  And  during 
the  last  few  years  I  have  more  than  once  warned  m,y  fellovj-coun- 
trymen  of  an  insidious  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  efect  a 
so-called  political  union  of  all  the  French  throughout  Canada  in 
the  interest  of  the  Quebec  Tory  leaders.  I  have  pointed  out  that 
this  was  an  unpatriotic  step  fraught  with  danger  to  the  Dominion, 
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and  with  special  danger  to  tyioao  who,  being  the  minority,  were 

asked  to  work  together  as  a  unit,  apart  from  questions  of  opinion. 

But  no  encouragement  was  given  by  the  Tories  of  the  other 

Provinces  to  these  views.     It  was  all  right  for  messks  Lange- 

VIN  k  Co.  TO  COUNSEL  SUCH  A  UNION  SUBSTANTIALLY  IN  THE  ToRY 

INTEREST.  But  when  there  is  a  breach  in  the  Quebec  Tory  ranks 
the  cry  of  danger  to  tlie  State  at  once  fills  tlie  air.  A  united  French 
'population,  united  in  the  Tory  inteved,  would  he  a  public  blessing. 
A  more  equally  divided  French  'population  since  it  'would  weaken 
the  Tory  interest  is  a.  public  danger.  (Laughter.)  I  say  a  more 
equally  divided  French  population,  for  it  is  not  my  judgment 
that  the  French  are  a  unit  on  this  questioti. 

For  the  same  base  partv  purpose  of  promoting  i-ace  prejudice, 
and  giving  ground  for  the  cry  of  English  against  French,  they 
have  been  so  represented  by  the  Ontario  Ministerial  press.  But 
not  so  by  that  of  Quebec,  antl  I  believe  it  to  be  but  a  dodge,  and 
that  there  is  there,  well  as  elsewhere  some  division  of  opinion. 

So  may  it  be  ! 

LET   US   UNITE  AND   DIVIDE,   I   SAY    ONCE  MOKE,    ON   GROUNDS  OF 
REASON,   ARGUMENT  AND  OPINION,   AND   NOT  OF   RACE   OR 

CREED. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  the  excitement  having  soniewliat  abated, 
the  further  discussion  in  the  press  and  among  the  people  may  be 
more  tranquil ;  that  rasli  and  hasty  language  may  be  avoided, 
and  that  wlien  we  meet  in  Parliament  we  may  engage  in  the 
debate  in  a  temper  and  after  a  fashion  suitable  to  our  national 
dignity,  and  regardful  of  our  national  unity.     (Cheeis.) 

Now,  on  what  lines  are  we  to  deal  with  this  question  in  Par- 
liament. Those  of  us  who  have  not  engaged  in  the  preliminary  dis- 
cussion, who  are  free  and  unfettered,  to  whom  it  is  open,  unembar- 
rassed by  any  prior  and  premature  declarations,  to  reach  unbiassed 
conclusions,  havf>,  I  conceive,  very  special  duties.  We  are  to  help 
to  obtain  information  on  all  points  now  obscure ;  we  are  to  listen 
to  the  arguments  of  those  who  have  taken  sides ;  wc  are  to  con- 
sider the  whole  case  presented,  and  we  are  to  strive  for  the  for- 
mation of  a 

JUST  AND  STATESMANLIKE  JUDGMENT 


by  the  House  of  Commons.  We  must  endeavour  to  eliminate,  as 
jf actors  in  the  decision,  race  and  creed ;  and  cause  the  Comri'mons  of 
Canada  to  speak  %vith  a  voice  and  in  a  sense  which  posterity, 
after  these  heats  have  cooled  and  these  mists  have  cleared,  shall 
ratify  and  confirm.     (Cheers.) 
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I  BELIEVE  WE  CANNOT,  IF  WE  WOULD,  MAKE  OF 
THIS  A  PARTY  QUESTION.  AFTER  FULL  REFLECTION 
I  DO  NOT  ENTERTAIN  THaT  DESIKE;  BUT  WERE  IT 
OTHERWISE,  I  DOUBT  THAT  THE  RESULT  COULD  BE 
ACCOMPLISHED.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  EXERCISE  NO  COM- 
PULSIVE OR  CONSTRAINING  FORCE  OVER  THE  OP- 
INIONS OF  THE  LIBERAL  PARTY  ON  THIS  OR  ANY 
OTHER  QUESTION;  AND  I  ENTERTAIN  THE  IMPRES- 
SION THAT  WITH  US,  AS  WITH  THE  TORIES,  THERE 
ARE  DIFFERENCES  OF  OPINION  IN  THE  RANKS  NOT 
LIKELY  TO  BE  COMPOSED,  AND  WHICH  I,  AT  ANY 
RATE,  SHALL  MAKE  NO  ENDEAVOUR  TO  CONTROL 
TO  A  PARTY  END.  FOR,  AFTER  ALL,  THOUGH  AT 
FIRST  BLUSH  ONE  MAY  REGRET  PARTY  DIVISIONS 
YET  AM  I  GLAD  IN  THIS  CASE  OF  THIS  CONDITION. 

For  the  i  easons  I  have  given  I  do  not  desire  a  party  conflict 
on  tlie  Regina  tragedy.  I  do  not  propose  to  construct  a  political 
platform  out  of  the  Regina  sea  fold —  (prolonged  cheers) — or  to 
create  or  cement  party  ties  luith  the  blood  of  the  condemned.  To 
apply  words  I  have  already  quoted  in  another  sense,  I  do  not  care 
"  To  atteniit  the  futures  portal  with  the  past's  blood-rusted  key," 

Now,  as  you  know,  I  have  been  absent  from  Canada  for  some 
months,  but  since  my  return  I  have  read  with  care  such  papers 
as  I  could  find.  While  these  have  produced  impressions  on  my 
mind  as  to  the  material  issues,  I  have  been  clearly  le<l  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  information  required  for  a  just  judgement  on 
some  points  is  not  before  us.  >  '-" 

I  think  we  require  an  authentic  copy  of  the  evidence  and  pro- 
ceedings at  the  trial,  and  also  of  the  papers  found  at  Batoche,  the 
production  of  which  was  refused  by  th^  Government,  but  which, 
I  think,  Parliament  should  see,  the  rather  that  a  Minister  has 
lately  made  public  one  of  these  papers,  of  considerable  importance 
as  affecting  Riel's  position,  and  tending  to  contradict  the  allega- 
tion that  he  had  himself  procured  the  invitation  to  come  into  the 
North- West.  /  think  we  require  an  explanation  as  to  why,  if  it 
was  intended  to  execute  the  sentence,  Kiel  ivas  not  put  on  trial 
for  murder  instead  of  for  high  treason.  Was  it  because  it  was 
thought  inconsistent  with  Gen.  Middleton's  letter  to  try  him  for 
aught  save  a  political  offence  ?  It  is  proper  also  to  know  more  as 
to  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  letter,  so  as  to  judge  of 
the  weight  to  be  attached  to  it. 

As  to  the  trial  itself,  io  must  be  confessed  that  the  arrangements 
for  the  administration  of  justice,  originally  of  necessity  rude  and 
primitive,  had  become  by  time  less  applicable  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  and  were  not  well  suited  to  the  trial  of  such  a  case 
as  Kiel's.     The  independence  of  the  judiciary  and  its  high  stand- 
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ing  in  fact  and  in  public  estimation  are  of  the  first  importance  : 
and  in  a  poHtical  case,  in  which  the  Government  has  taken  sides, 
this  is  brought  home  to  the  meanest  comprehension.  But  the 
judges  of  the  North- West  hold  office,  not  like  the  Superior  judges 
of  the  older  Provinces,  during  good  behaviour,  but  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Government,  on  which  they  are  thus  in  some  sort  depend- 
ent. Besides,  they  are  also  political  personages  as  members  of  the 
North-West  Council  and  thus  less  fitted  for  political  trials. 

I  regret  that  the  course  of  legislation  has  been  rather  in  the 
direction  of  reducing  than  of  increasing  the  securities  in  these 
cases.  By  the  act  of  '80  the  presence  of  two  magistrates  besides 
the  stipendiary  in  capital  cases,  theretofore  necessary,  was  dis- 
pensed with,  one  only  being  made  sufficient.  But  I  do  not  see 
that  the  Government  is  censurable  for  having  tried  the  prisoner 
before  the  tribunal  provided  by  the  standing  laws,  though  I  may 
regret  that  those  laws  did  not  provide  a  more  satisfactory  tribunal; 
and  it  is  always  to  be  remembered  that  the  special  provisions  re- 
quiring the  decision  of  the  Executive  before  the  execution,  and 
the  attendant  responsibility  of  Government,  have  been  retained. 

The  choice  of  the  judge  is  another  matter.  If  I  rightly  under- 
stand, Mr.  Richardson,  besides  being  a  magistrate  and  a  member 
of  the  North- West  Council)  was  the  paid  legal  adviser,  the  poli- 
tical law  officer,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Executive  of  the  North-West, 
and  I  think  explanations  are  required  of  such  a  choice  for  such  a 
trial. 

Something  I  had  intended  to  say  as  to  the  panel,  but  on  reflec- 
tion, in  the  absence  of  knowledge  on  one  material  point,  I  think 
it  better  not  to  suggest  in  this  respect  hypothetical  criticism,  and 
therefore  I  abstain.  I  think  it  right  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Government  acted  in  a  very  proper  spirit  in  providing  for  the 
attendance  of  the  prisoners'  witnesses,  and  that  from  what  I  know 
of  their  leading  counsel  I  should  suppose  it  impossible  that,  in  their 
management  of  the  case,  there  was  anything  unfair  to  the  prisoner, 
or  derogatory  to  the  high  character  they  deservedly  enjoy,or  the  res- 
ponsible duties  they  undertook  to  perform.  (Cheei's.)  I  am  not  im- 
plying, then,  any  present  doubt  as  to  the  jtistice  of  the  trial.  For  all 
my  inquiries  it  may  have  been  just.  But,  besides  justice  in  fact,  the 
creation  of  a  feeling  of  public  confidence,  of  a  general  impression 
that  all  was  fair,  and  that  every  security  was  taken  for  fairness, 
is  important,  and  in  that  view  of  the  duty  of  the  authorities, 
I  think  these  questions  should  be  examined. 

Again,  we  should  have  before  us  all  the  withheld  and  suppressed 
documents  as  to  the 
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NEGLECT,    DELAY,   AND  MISMANAGEMENT  OF   THE  GOVERNMENT 

— not,  I  repeat,  as  justifying  rebellion,  l^ut  as  added  proofs  that 
Government  gave  the  occasion  and  opportunity  to  raise  rebellion 
by  means  of  the  feelings  evoked  and  the  materials  and  chances 
offered  through  their  misconduct. 

Look  in  this  connection  at  Bishop  Grandin's  letters  lately  pub- 
lished. Look  at  Col.  Houghton's  report  still  suppressed.  Look 
a  t  the  mass  of  papers  still  confessedly  withheld.  The  Govern- 
ment says  that  it  will  not  now  enter  into  this  part  of  the  case.  It 
is  reserved  for  Parliament.  Be  it  so.  The  issue  is  then  deferred  ; 
but  we  must  have  the  evidence.  And  these  papers  may  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  propriety  of  the  decision,  and  on  the 
question  whether  these  were  the  men  who  should  have  reached 
that  decision. 

I  think  we  should  have  the  evidence  on  which 
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GOVERNMENT  HAS   CHARGED  THE    WHITES  OF  PRINCE  ALBERT  WITH 
y  BEING  GUILTY, 

more  guilty  than  the  Metis.  If  so,  they  should  be  exposed.  In- 
dians and  Half-breeds  should  not  bear  the  brunt  while  guiltier 
whites  go  free — (cheers)— and  the  relation  of  these  whites  to 
'  Riel  may  have  a  serious  bearing  on  his  case. 

We  should  have  further  information  as  to  Kiel's  demand  for 
money.  As  Government  states  the  case,  his  conduct  was  base 
and  venal,  and  a  strong  impression  has  naturally  been  produced. 
But  the  statement  is  involved  in  contradictions,  for  I  find  in  the 
memorandum  of  the  Minister  the  following  extracts  from  the  evi- 
dence :  "  He  (Riel)  said  that  if  he  got  the  money  he  would  go  to 
the  United  States  and  start  a  paper  and  raiso  the  other  national- 
ities in  the  States."  He  said  :  "  Before  the  grass  is  that  high  in 
this  country  you  will  see  foreign  armies  in  this  country."  He 
said,  "  I  will  commence  by  destroying  Manitoba,  and  then  I  will 
come  and  destroy  the  North- West  and  take  possession  of  the 
North- West."  Noiu,  hoivever  wicked,  absurd  or  indicative  of  a 
disordered  mind  may  have  been  these  words,  addressed  to  the  man 
he  ivas  soliciting,  they  are  inconsistent  with  vsnality.  More  light 
is  wanted  here. 

I  now  come  to  a  most  important  part  of  the  case.  The  question  of 

RIEL'S  MENTAL  CONDITION 

is  one  to  which  I  am  at  present  disposed  to  attach  greater  import- 
ance than  as  I  judge  does  the  general  public.  But  I  think  all 
will  agree  that  we  are  clearly  entitled  to  have  before  us,  besides 
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the  papers,  the  instructions,  and  report  of  the  so-called  Medical 
Commission  which  is  referred  to  by  the  Government.  You  will 
remember  the  conflicting  .statements  as  to  the  character  and  results 
of  the  enquiry.  Though  there  is  much  on  which  we  can  and 
ought  to  reach  conclusions  independent  of  the  medical  testimony, 
yet  this  is  a  part  of  the  case  without  which  we  should  not  decide. 

J  think,  also,  that  we  should  have  a  statement  of  the  grounds  on 
ivhich  the  Oovernment  decided  against  the  recommendation  to 
mercy,  a  course  tuhich  may  have  been  perfectly  correct,  hut  which 
ought  to  be  explained. 

And  here  I  may  say  that  I  regret  that  we  do  not  know  the 
grounds  of  that  recommendation. 

We  should  also  learn  something  of  the  reasons  for  the  last 
respite,  of  which  several  accounts  have  been  given,  one  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature. 

Fuller  information  seems  to  be  required  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  Government  thought  the  execution  of  Riel  necessary. 
Warm  supporters  of  the  Government  have  alleged  that  it  shame- 
fully betrayed  and  deceived  them  ;  we  want  the  evidence  of  this. 
They  also  alleged  that  the  Government  acted  to  gratify  the  thirst 
for  vengeance,  in  respect  of  the  Scott  murder,  of  one  section  of 
their  supporters,  and  on  a  cold-blooded  calculation  of  gains  and 
losses  in  the  counties,  rather  than  on  general  considerations  of 
public  justice,  mercy  and  policy.  (Cheers.)  On  this  grave  charge 
we  want  lifjht. 

I  will  go  no  further.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
this  complicated  case,  where  each  of  several  branches  may  affect 
the  general  result,  it  is  just  that  the  materials  for  decision  on 
every  branch  should  be  available  before  finally  forming  and  an- 
nouncing a  general  judgment ;  and  therefore,  much  as  I  should 
have  personally  wished  to  communicate  to  you  my  individual  im- 
pressions, I  believe  I  shall  best  discharge  my  duty,  which,  as  you 
will  have  seen,  I  consider  to  be  as  much  judicial  as  political,  by 
abstaining  at  this  moment  from  the  expression  of  opinions  which 
would  be,  at  best,  but  partial,  prim,a  facie,  hypothetical,  and  sub- 
ject to  correction  and  review.  It  is  with  all  the  facts  and  ciicum- 
stances  before  us,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Government,  whose 
action  has  been  assailed,  and  of  their  accusers,  that  our  deliver- 
ance may  best  be  made.     (Cheers.) 

To  some  partisans  on  either  side  v/ho  think  nothing  is  to  be 
said  on  the  other,  my  view  may  be — will  be — unsatisfactory. 
But  those  who  are  willing  to  seek  for  the  truth,  and,  casting  aside 
prejudice,  to  strive  for  just  conclusions,  will,  1  hope,  recognize  its 
propriety. 

Much  has  been  said  about  political  aUiances  and  cornpacts  in 
this  coiinection.    I  know  of  none.    T  ..i^nc  am  I  a  party.     (Ap- 
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plause.)  /  have  had  no  communication  with  anyone  outside  of 
my  own  'party.  I  have  never  wished  for  office.  On  the  contrary 
I  dislike  it.  Nor  was  there  ever  a  time  at  which  it  presented  in 
my  view  so  little  to  attract :  so  much  to  deter.  Beyond  this  I 
believe  it  to  be  from  a  mere  party  point  of  view  the  interest  of 
the  Liberal  party  that  the  present  Government  should  remain  in 
office  a  little  longer — (laughter) — till  the  public  hav6  seen  still  more 
clearly  the  results  of  their  past  policy,  results  which  if  developed 
in  our  reign,  might  be,  as  in  past  times,  attributed  to  us  and  not 
to  their  real  authors.  But  were  all  this  otherwise,  I  believe  that 
a  stable  political  alliance  can  be  formed  only  on  a  general  under- 
standing on  the  substantial  questions  calling  for  early  legislative 
and  administrative  action  ;  and  that  it  would  be  equally  impossible 
and  undesirable  to  form  one  based  on  community  of  sentiment, 
did  that  exist,  with  regard  to  an  execution.  Nov  have  I  reason- 
to  believe  that  on  that  or  any  other  question  the  Goveryiment,  though 
weakened,  will  be  defeated  this  session. 

For  the  purpose  of  forwarding  their  design  to  form  an  anti- 
French  alliance,  the  Ontario  Ministerial  organ  has  proclaimed 
their  defeat.  But  the  organs  do  not  play  the  same  tune  in  Que- 
bec. 

IT  IS  ONLY  A  DODGE. 

The  Government  would  doubtless  like  to  make  this  an  issue — nay, 
the  issue — before  the  English  speaking  populations.  They  would 
like  it  because  they  know  the  long  calendar  of  their  crimes.  But 
the  accused  shall  not  be  allowed  to  choose  the  matter  for  which 
they  are  to  be  tried,  or  to  frame  their  own  indictment. 

For  our  part,  we,  too,  know  the  catalogue  of  their  offences.  We 
know  the  counts  of  the  indictment ;  and  it  is  our  purpose,  apart 
altogether  from  this  question  of  the  man  who  is  dead, 

TO  DEAL  WITH  THE  MEN  WHO  ARE   YET  POLITICALLY  ALIVE 

— (laughter) — and  who,  for  innumerable  political  offences,  deserve 
a  political  death — (cheer) — as  sure,  as  stern,  as  swift  as  that  which 
has  at  any  time  heretofore  been  meted  out  to  those  in  like  case 
offending.  I  believe  that  in  Quebec  and  elsewhere,  in  and  outside 
of  Parliament,  there  has  been  a  growing  feeling  of  uneasiness  at 
the  Tory  policy  ;  that  it  is  being  recognized  more  and  more  as  a 
dreadful  failure  ;  that  its  features  of  debt,  taxation,  restriction, 
extravagance,  corruption,  jobbery,  neglect,  mismanagement  and 
centralization  have  made  for  it  many  opponents ;  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  sinking  in  public  estimation  ;  that  the  people  are  beginn- 
ing to  perceive  the  wisdom  of  our  counsels,  the  folly  of  our  oppon- 
ents ;  that  our  labours  of  these  many  years  are  at  length  bearing 
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fruit ;  that  the  Government  will  be  weakened  this  session ;  and 
weaker  still  thereafter,  and  will,  if  we  do  our  full  duty,  be  de- 
feated at  the  polls.     (Prolonged  cheers.) 

As  IN  MY  ELECTORAL  CONTESTS  I  HAVE  MADE  NO  PRIVATE  CANVASS, 
BUT  HAVE  DEPENDED  ON  MY  PUBLIC  UTTERANCES;  SO  AS  A  POLITICAL 
LEADER  MY  HOPES  CF  GAINING  STRENGTH  FOR  MY  PARlY  HAVE 
RESTED  SOLELY  ON  OUR  PUBLIC  SPEECHES,  ON  THE  POLICY  WE  HAVE 
PROPOUNDED  AND  THE  PRINCIPLES  WE  HAVE  MAINTAINED.      I  have 

for  some  time  believed  that  several  supporters  of  the  Government 
have  been  dissatisfied,  have  felt  that  they  were  on  the  questions  of 
the  day  and  of  the  immediate  future  more  in  accord  with  us  than 
with  Ministers,  and  havo  recognized  the  expediency  of  a  change. 
They  have  seen  that  our  country,  which  has  great  and  solid  natural 
resources  ;  which  even  now,  thank  God,  is  showing  in  some  quar- 
ters signs  of  recovery  from  some  of  the  evils  inflicted  on  it  by 
its  rulers ;  which  is  inhabited  by  an  intelligent,  industrious  and 
progressive  people,  affording  the  main  element  of  real  prosperity  ; 
which  requires  only  just  and  prudent,  fair  and  statesmanlike  gov^- 
ernment  to  permit  its  advance  on  both  the  material  and  moral 
planes,  runs  great  risk  if  the  present  evil  counsels  are  to  endure. 

Party  ties,  the  bonds  of  friendship,  long  habit  and  association, 
the  consciousness  of  having  borne  a  part,  though  reluctantly,  in 
some  things  now  condemned,  and  other  considerations  of  various 
kinds  have  long  restrained  them,  and  may  restrain  them  still ;  but 
I  do  not  abandon  the  hope  that  some  may  shortly  come  out  from 
the  ranks  to  which  they  no  longer  in  heart  belong,  and  co-operate 
with  us  frankly  in  effecting  a  change  in  the  public  counsels.  If 
they  do  not  we  will  continue  to  fight  the  good  fight  with  a  stout 
heart — (cheers) — as  best  we  can  without  them.  But  if  they  do, 
I  am  sure  you  will  gladly  welcome  co-operation  and  assistance  so 
obtained. 

Long  have  we  hoped  for  a  harvest  from  the  seed  we  have  been 
sowing  !  (Cheers.)  The  harvest  has  been  slow  of  coming.  Some- 
times it  has  seemed  as  if  the  seed  had  perished.  But  it  may  have 
been  dormant  only.  It  may  have  germinated  now.  Soon  may  it 
ripen — (cheers) — and  the  fields  grow  white  to  the  harvest ! 

If  I  could  raise  my  feeble  voice  beyond  the  limits  of  this  hall, 
and  say  a  word  in  the  ear  of  my  countrymen  through  Canada  at 
large,  1  would  exhort  them  to  come  forward.  Come  forward,  you 
who  can  cultivate  and  water,  who  can  help  to  mature  and  gather 
in  that  harvest !  Do  your  duty  to  your  country  !  Take  up  the 
responsibilities  as  youjenjoy  the  privileges  of  citizenship  1     Give 

YOUR  TIME,  YOUR  ENERGIES,  YOUR  LABOUR  TO  THE  WORK  !  THOUGH 
THE  SKIES  BE  DARK,  YET  TRUST  WE  IN  THE  SUPREME  GoODNESS  ! 
We  BELIEVE  OUR  CAUSE  IS  JUST  AND  TRUE  ;  WE  BELIEVE  TJIAT 
TRUTH  AND  JUSTICE  SHALL  IN  God'S  GOOD  TIME  PREVAIL.      It  MAY 
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be  soon,  it  ma.y  be  late.  his  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  and 
His  unfathomable  purposes  we  may  not  gauge.    But  this  we 

KNOW,   that    in    our    EFFORTS   WE  ARE    IN   THE    LINE   OF    DUTY. 

(Cheers.)    We  hope,  indeed,  to  make  our  cause  prevail.    But, 

WIN  or  lose  to-day,  we  know  that  we  shall  receive  for  THE 
FAITHFUL  discharge  OF  DUTY  AN  EXCEEDING  GREAT  REWARD — 
THE  ONLY  REWARD  WHICH  IS  WORTH  ATTAINING,  THE  ONLY  REWARD 

WHICH  IS  SURE  TO  LAST,     (Loud  and  prolonged  cheers.) 
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Hr.  Blake  to  the  Owen  Sonnd  Reform  issoeiation. 


3^oi?/Th:-"west  j^:f:p-A-Xi^s. 


MALADMINISTRATION  AND  REBELLION. 


STRANGE  DISAPPEARANCE  OF  125,000  IMMIGRANTS. 


Tiipperian  Calculationg— Premature  Surveys— Orievancc!«  of 
the  metis— Value  of  Half-breed  Sympathy. 
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iPOUCE    IS    NO    REMEDY." 


REFUSAL  OF  INFORMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT. 


Scandalous  Treatment  of  Indians— <'  What  About  Rlel  i  "— 
The  "  Bunter  and  Smasher  "  Fanatics. 


'  Hon.  Edward  Blake,  on  coming  forward  to  respond,  was 
received  with  cheers  and  the  waving  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs. 
The  applause  was  renewed  again  and  again  until  he  raised  his 
hand  in  request  of  silence.     He  said  : — 

"Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  Reform  Associations, 
whose  addresses  I  have  just  been  privileged  to  receive :  I  give 
you  my  best  thanks  for  the  language,  all  too  kind,  and  the 
expressions,  all  too  flattering,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
use  towards  me.  I  wish  I  could  feel  myself  in  any  degree  \yorthy 
of  them.  I  can  only  claim  for  myself  that,  conscious  of  many 
imperfections  and  failings  in  my  public  career,  it  has,  at  any  rate, 
been  animated  by  an  earnest  desire,  to  the  best  of  my  humble 
powers  and  to  the  limit  of  my  poor  ability,  to  do  some  little  good 
to  the  country  in  which  I  was  bom,  in  which  it  is  my  happiness 
to  live,  and  where  I  hope  to  die,  and  so  to  leave  the  corner  of  the 
world  in  which  I  live  a  little  better  for  the  life  that  I  have  lived 
in  it."     (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.) 

Entering  upon  the  discussion  of  public  (questions,  Mr.  Blake 
touched  briefly  upon  the  tariff,  the  reform  of  the  Senate,  Pro- 
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vincial  rights,  the  right  of  Canada  to  make  commercial  treaties, 
and  the  independence  of  Parliament.     Dealing  more  at  " 
with 

QUESTIONS  RELATING  TO  THK  NORTH-WEST, 


lennjth 


II 


he  said  : — "  You  remember  well  what  hopes  the  people  of  Canada, 
particularly  the  people  of  Ontario,  entertained  for  many  years 
with  reference  to  the  North-Western  country.  You  know  that 
we  desired  earnestly  to  see  that  country  filled  with  an  industrious 
and  law-abiding  jiopulation,  growing  rich  and  strong,  to  their 
own  advantage  first,  but  also  to  ours,  increasing  the  material  and 
also  increasing  the  political  elements  of  Canadian  strength.  You 
know  that,  with  that  view,  we  have  been  willing,  all  of  us,  to 
make  some  pecuniary  sacrifices,  to  add  somewhat  to  our  burdens, 
and  to  engage  in  the  prudent  conduct  of  enterprises  which  most 
Reformera  believe  have  been  imprudently  managed,  and  whose 
management  they  have  therefore  opposed."  You  know,  also,  that 
the  progress  of  that  country  has  unhappily  been  impaired  by 
misgovernment,  maladmin  istration,  and  neglect.     You  remember 

that  AT  THE  VERY  OPENING  OF  OUR  CONNECTION  WITH  THAT  COUN- 
TRY, IN  1869  AND  ld70,  THE  NEGLECT  BY  THE  TORY  GOVERNMENT  of 

those  precautions  which  ought  to  have  been  taken  in  dealing  with 
the  annexation,  not  of  a  tenitory  merely,  but  of  the  population  who 
inhabited  it,  produced  a  rebellion.  (Applause.)  For  fifteen 
years  since  that  time  we  have  gone  on  with  full  control  of  affairs 
in  the  administration  and  development  of  that  country.  You 
remember  that  from  time  to  time  statements  were  made  of 
grievances,  of  discontent,  of  neglect,  of  delay,  of  maladministration. 
You  remember  also  that  the  Government  declared  that  those 
statements  were  entirely  without  foundation,  they  declared  not 
only  that  there  were  no  grievances,  but  that  there  was  no  serious 
complaint  of  grievances.  Sir  Hector  Lan^evin  went  there  in  the 
summer  of  1884,  and  three  or  four  other  Ministers  as  well.  They 
travelled  about,  they  saw  the  people,  they  received  entertainments. 
Sir  Hector  Langevin  gave  an  account  of  the  result.  He  said 
THAT  HE  WENT  THERE  at  the  request  of  the  first  Minister  for  the 

EXPRESS  purpose  OF  FINDING  OUT  WHAT  THE  GRIEVANCES  WERE; 
HE   FOUKD    ONLY    TWO    MEN    WHO    HAD    A    GRIEVANCE,   and    that 

grievance  was  that  there  were  not  enough  ladies  in  the  country. 
(Loud  applause  and  laughter.)  Now,  these  all-wise  governors, 
who  claimed  that  they  had  so  wisely  administered  affairs,  also 
declared  that  their  success  was  marvellous  and  unprecedented. 

THE  ROAD  WAS  "NOT  TO  COST  THE  COUNTRY  A  CENT," 

they  said  when  they  were  persuading  you  to  advance  large  sums 
in  connection  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  (which  suras 
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now  amount  all  told,  apart  from  the  land  and  includin<T  the  amounts 
for  the  eastern  extensions,  to  about  SS7,000,000,  or  about  $400,000 
for  each  electoral  district — which  would  be  about  $1,200,000  for 
the  County  of  Grey  alone).  I  say  that  they  declared  that  this 
expenditure  would  cost  yju  nothimj,  because,  'principal  and 
inteiest,  it  would  all  be  repaid  at  no  distant  day  by  sales  of  tlte 
lamds  of  the  North- West.  In  the  year  1880  Sir  John  Macdonald 
declared  that  by  the  year  1891  we  would  have  secured  from 
North- West  lands  some  $71,500,000,  from  which  you  were  to 
deduct  $2,400,000  for  expenses,  leaving  about  $69,000,000  clear 
gain.  So  late  as  the  year  1883  Sir  Chas.  Tupper  brought  down  a 
statement  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  showing  that  in 
the  years  from  January,  1883,  to  December,  1891,  they  would, 
realize  in  cash  $58,000,000.  They  pledged  themselves  to  the 
people  that  every  shilling,  principal  and  interest,  would  be  repaid, 
out  of  these  lands.     That  is  all  exploded  nowj 
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The  returns  from  North- West  lands  for  the  period  of  five  years 
past  were  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  net  returns,  de- 
ducting the  costs  of  surveys  and  administration  in  the  West  and 
at  Ottawa^  were  $370,000  only,  while  last  year  there  was  a  bal- 
ance of  about  $300,000  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger,  and  that 
without  deducting  a  shilling  on  account  of  the  $1,100,000  a  year 
we  spend  on  Indians,  $450,000  a  year  on  Mounted  Police,  and 
other  charges  of  hundreds  of  thousands  on  account  of  administra- 
tion. Put  these  sums  on  one  side — suppose  them  to  be  paid  in 
some  other  way — and  take  the  lands,  what  they  produce  on  one 
side  and  what  it  costs  to  administer  them  on  the  other,  and  you 
find  these  results.  I  challenged  these  men  on  this  subject  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  said  : — Will  you  say  that  of  the  sum  you 
mentioned  only  three  years  ago  as  certain  to  be  realized,  even  one- 
tenth  of  it  will  be  realizd  net  ?  And  they  would  not  say  me  nay. 
(Cheers.)  They  said  the  immigrants  would  pour  in  and  were 
pouring  in  rapidly.  To  the  figures  they  gave  of  the  number  who 
had  settled  I  added  something  for  the  natural  increase  of  the  po- 
pulation. And  I  find  that,  taking  the  official  figures,  showing 
those  who  were  actually  there,  and  the  natural  increase,  there 


were 


ABOUT    125,000    PEOPLE    A-MISSING. 


(Laughter  and  applause.)  I  asked  them  : — Did  these  people  come 
in  ?  You  said  they  did ;  is  it  true  ?  If  it  is  true  tJiat  they  did 
come  in,  where  are  they  now  ?  (Hear,  hear.)  Do  their  bones  whi- 
ten the  prairie?    We  know  they  don't,  for  the  country  is  a  healthy 
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coimtiy.  Have  they  yone  away  /  Too  many  have,  but  not  all 
these.  The  fact  is  it  was  all  a  delusion  ;  so  many  people  never 
settled  there  at  all.  They  said  the  people  tlieie  would  cultivate 
enormous  areas  of  the  lands  and  produce  enormous  crops,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  whole  people  of  Canada.  They  made  a  calciila- 
tion  about  that  too.  They  said  :  The  staple  of  that  country  is 
wheat.  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  in  my  hearing  (at  one  of  those  times 
when  he  was  persuading  us  to  make  some  great  grants  for  the 
railway),  asked  us  whether  the  members  of  the  House  had  con- 
sidered what  a  hundred  thousand  farmers  in  that  country  would 
produce,  ,       '.'       ,  '"^ ,  

A  TUl'PERIAN   CALCULATOR. 
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"  I  have  considered  it,"  said  he,  "  I  have  made  a  calculation  ;  I 
will  give  that  calculation,  and  it  will  perhaps  surprise  some  of  you 
who  have  not  taken  the  pains  I  have  to  find  out  the  facts.  The 
facts  are  tliat  a  hundred  thousand  farmers  in  that  country  will 
produce  640,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  in  a  year  ! "  (Loud  laughter.) 
Yes,  gentlemen,  it  is  a  fact  that  he  said  that ;  I  heard  it  myself. 
How  did  he  reach  these  figures  ?  He  assumed  that  each  farmer 
would  crop  320  acres  of  land,  his  whole  homestead  and  pre- 
emption. (Laughter.)  He  was  to  live  in  a  balloon,  for  Sir  Charles 
didn't  leave  him  any  room  to  build  a  house ;  he  was  to  have  his 
barns  and  stables  in  the  air,  his  cattle  were  to  pasture  in  the 
clouds,  he  was  to  have  no  grass,  he  was  to  have  no  garden,  he  was 
to  have  no  roots,  he  was  to  have  no  crop  of  any  kind  but  wheat  ; 
there  was  to  be  no  room  for  fences,  no  room  for  roads  through 
his  farm,  no  anything,  but  every  inch  of  320  acres  was  to  be  sowed 
to  wheat ;  and  then  he  estimated  that  every  acre  would  produce 
twenty  bushels,  and  so  he  made  out  that  each  farmer  would  pro- 
duce 6,400  bushels,  and  a  hundred  thousand  farmers  would,  of 
course,  produce  640,000,000  bushels.  (Loud  and  prolonged  laugh- 
ter.) These  are  the  stories  with  which  these  men  tried  to  gull,  not 
the  farmers,  because  there  is  no  rural  audience  that  could  be  col- 
lected that  would  not  laugh  such  absurdities  to  scorn,  but  the 
Parliament  and  the  people  at  large.  They  went  to  work  to  sur- 
vey the  country.  .,,|;j    .^y;w*;.    -]  -.v    '..u'    -      •.:/.      .u;fMM>j 
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They  said  such  an  immigration  as  never  was  heard  of  before  will 
go  into  the  North-West ;  we  must  prepare  at  once  for  the  millions 
about  to  cross  the  ocean  and  fill  up  that  territory ;  we  must  sur- 
vey acres  by  the  tens  of  millions — and  they  did.  They  surveyed 
so  far  and  so  fast  that  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  farms 
surveyed  which  will  not  be  settled  in  your  lifetime  or  mine.   There 

a) 


88 


pro- 
d.of 
lugh- 
not 
col- 
the 
sur- 


is  one  block  along  theCanadian  Pacific  Rail  way  itself  400  miles  long. 
Take  the  distance  from  Hamilton  to  Montreal — it  is  less  than  400. 
Think  of  a  atrip  that  long  and  forty-eight  miles  wide,  all  surveyed 
and  ready  tu  be  occupied  as  fai'ma.  And  how  many  homesteads 
were  there  on  that  strip  on  JUst  DecemV)er  last  ?  Tnere  were  138. 
(Cheers  and   laughter.)     And   this  was  on  the  line  itself — but 

THEIR  8URVEYS  WERE  NOT  CONFINED  TO  THOSE  PARTS  OF  THE  LINK 
FOR  WHICH  THEY  WOULD  HAVE  HAD  SOME  SORT  OF  EXCUSE.     I  was 

telling  my  friends  at  Chesley  yesterday  of  a  gentleman  who  was 
travelling  across  the  plains,  and  he  caught  up  to  an  Indian  or 
Half-breed  driving  along  in  a  Red  River  cart.  He  noticed  there 
was  something  out  of  the  common  in  the  cart.  And  what  do  you 
suppose  ?  The  cart  had  in  it  a  lot  of  surveyor's  pegs.  (Loud  laugh- 
ter.) The  fellow  had  picked  them  up  as  he  went  ak)ng  to  make 
his  camp  fire.  (Cheers  and  renewed  laughter.)  We  liave  been  en- 
gaged in  these  surveys  of  all  these  tens  of  millions  of  acres,  and 
meanwhile  what  has  happened  ?  This  happened  : — The  govern- 
ment WAS  too  BU.SY  with  THESE  GREAT  SCHEMES  OF  BRINGING  IN 
MILLIONS  OF  PEOPLE  FROM  THE  OUTSIDE,  AND  THEIR  SCHEMES  TO 
MAKE  FRIENDS  RICH  OUTOF  THE  NoHTH-WeSTERN  LANDS,  TO  ATTEND 

TO  THE  FEW  WHO  WERE  ALREADY  THERE.  They  had  no  surveyors 
to  send  out,  and  no  money  to  spend  in  surveying  the  lands  of  the 
people  already  long  settled  in  the  country,  and  who  are  calling  for 
surveys  in  the  remote  parts  where  they  were  settled,  no  that  they 
might  patent,  sell,  divide,  devise,  mortgage,  or  otherwise  deal  with 
their  properties  as  you  and  I  want  to  do.  For  years  they  called, 
/or  years  they  cHed,  for  years  they  asked  and  begged  for  surveys, 
and  I  could  read  from  the  blue-books  the  reports  of  the  Govern- 
ment's own  officers  that  there  was  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness, 
but  that  those  who  were  dissatisfied  must  wait,  because  the  grand 
projects  of  the  Oovernment  left  them  no  time  to  attend  to  the  wants 
and  demands  of  the  veople  already  in  the  country.  I  said  to 
them  once  and  again,  "  The  best  advertisement  you  can  have  to 
induce  people  to  come  from  abroad  is  a  happy,  prosperous,  and 
contented  population  already  there.  (Loud  and  prolonged  ap- 
plause.) Get  letters  and  statements  from  the  settlers  showing 
that  they  are  satisfied  and  cheerful,  that  they  have  not  grievances, 
that  they  advise  the  millions  of  landless  folk  abroad  to  come  and 
join  them,  and  these  statements,  giving  in  their  own  simple  langu- 
age the  story  of  their  trials  and  of  their  success,  will  do  you  more 
good  than  hundreds  of  statements  by  Sir  Charles  Tupper  showing 
that  100,000  farmers  will  produce  G40  million  bushels  of  wheat  in 
a  year.  (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.)  They  will  do  more  for 
you,  because  no  sensible  man  will  believe  these  marvellous  stories 
you  tell,  while  all  sensible  men  will  be  inclined  to  believe  the 
statements  made  by  the  actual  settlers  themselves."  (Cheers.) 
But  no,  gentlemen,  (1) 
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THKY    WKKE    BLIND  AND   DEAF 

to  these  considerations.  A  few  years  ago  we  pointed  out  that 
some  complaints  had,  as  we  had  learned,  come  to  Ottawa,  and  the 
cry  of  the  settlers  had  reached  further  than  the  departmental 
pigeon-holes.  Some  had  reached  members  of  Parliament,  myself 
among  others.  I  moved  for  papers  showing  what  the  grievances 
of  the  settlers  of  Prince  Albert  were.  I  moved  that  in  March, 
1883.  The  House  ordered  that  the  papers  should  be  brought 
down.  But  the  papers  were  not  brought  down  until  after  the 
rebellion  broke  out,  until  we  were  dealing  with  that  question  in 
1885.  Mr.  (Jameron,  of  Huron,  moved  that  there  should  be  a 
committee  of  the  House  to  consider  the 
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GRIEVANCES  OF  THE   PEOPLE   OF  THE  NORTH-WEST.  ' 

— grievances  alleged  to  exist  by  the  people  of  Manitoba,  by  the 
people  of  the  North- West  Territories,  by  the  North- West  Coun- 
cil, Dy  settlers,  and  by  missionaries.  But  the  Government  nega- 
tived the  motion  for  a  committee.  Then  we  said  : — The  true  safety- 
valve,  the  best  thing  that  can  he  done  is  to  apply  the  constitutional 
remedy — give  these  people  representation  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation;  they  live  far  off,  they  cannot  see  us,  and  we  cannot  speak 
to  them  ;  we  have  not  the  same  means  of  learning  their  wants  and 
grievances  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Dominion.  Give  them  mem- 
bers, men  chosen  by  themselves,  men  who  know  the  wants  of  the 
country,  men  to  come  at  the  bidding  of  these  people,  to  be  re- 
sponsible to  them  and  to  Parliament,  to  state  the  condition  of  the 
country  and  call  for  redress  of  grievances.  We  brought  in  mea- 
sures for  this  purpose.  The  Government  rejected  them,  and  de- 
clared that  they  would  not  even  give  these  people  representation. 
There  was  no  hurry  ;  the  time  would  come !  But  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  after  the  rebellion  was  over,  and  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  after  five  millions,  to  be  paid  out  of  your 
taxes,  had  been  wasted  in  war,  after  blood  had  been  spilt, 
after  untold  pangs  had  been   inflicted  upon  the  people, 

AFTER  the  reputation  OF  OUR  COUNTRY  HAD  BEEN  TARNISHED, 
AFTER   A   SET-BACK   HAD    BEEN    GIVEN    TO  THE  PROSPERITY  OF  THE 

North-West  from  which  it  will  not  recover  for  years,  then--— 
THEN  AT  LAST,  and  not  till  then — they  brought  down  and  passed 
a  measure  granting  representation  to  the  North-West.  (Loud  ap- 
plause.) 

I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  had  our  advice  been  taken  and 
representation  accorded  in  time,  there  would  have  been  no  rebellion. 
It  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, for  high  political  reasons,  that  the  Half-breeds  should  be 
kept  peaceful  and  loyal. 

ID 
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IMMENSE   VALUE  OF   HALF-BREED   SYMPATHY. 

The  great  dan;^or  in  that  country  was  from  the  1  ndians,  and 
the  Half-bruods  formed  a  link  between  us  and  them  which  should 
have  brought  us  more  into  sympathy  with  them  and  attorded 
us  means  of  controlling  them,  of  learning  their  character  an<]  their 
wants,  and  how  beat  to  deal  with  them.  Now,  in  186'J,  when 
Canada  assumed  the  Government  of  the  new  territory,  the  Half- 
breeds  of  the  eastern  part  came  forward  with  a  proposition.  They 
sai<l  : — It  hwi  ever  been  recognized  by  Britain  that  the  Indians 
living  in  a  country  over  which  she  assumes  sovereignty,  have  cer- 
tain moral  rights,  indefinite  they  may  be,  but  not  the  less  to  be 
regarded,  in  the  soil,  not  merely  that  part  of  tlie  soil  they  happen 
eacft  oj  them  to  occupy^  but  tfie  soil  of  the  region.  We  are  partly 
of  Indian  blood,  and  0,8  sach,  being  residents  of  this  region,  we 
claim  compensatlori  for  that  right  whlcfi  you  are  now  about  to 
tafce  away  from  us.  On  the  settlement  that  right  was  acknow- 
ledged  BY   THE   GOVEKNMKNT,     SiR     JOHN     MACDONALD     BEING 

THEN  IN  POWER,  and  besides  the  title  to  the  land  they  happened 
to  occupy,  certain  lands  or  scrip  for  lands  were  given  to  each  Half- 
breed,  160  acres  for  each  person  of  full  age,  and  240  acres  for  each 
child,  expressly  in  extinguishment  of  what  was  called  their  Indian 
title,  and  thus  it  was  solemnly  recognized  that  the  Half- 
breeds  HAD  SUCH  A  title.  As  settlement  began  to  extend  in  the 
outlying  North- West  Territories,  and  the  buffalo  disappeared,  and 
the  Half-breeds  of  these  parts  were  obliged  to  change  their  mode 
of  life  and  settle  down  on  farms,  the  demand  for  a  recognition  of 
their  rights  of  precisely  the  same  character  arose.  It  could  not 
be  denied.  They  were  in  just  the  same  position  as  those  of  the 
East,  and  the  rights  of  their  relatives  had  been  accorded.  It  was 
in  1878  that  this  demand  was  pressed,  and  in  the  winter  of  that 
year  Sir  John  Macdonald's  officers  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  and 
reports  to  be  obtained  which  showed  that,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
whom  they  consulted,  it  was  not  merely  important  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  settled,  but  important  that  it  should  bo  settled  with' 
out  delay,  because  .•,,>..  ,.■ 

DELAYS   were    DANGEROUS 
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and  would  produce  sores  and  irritations,  and  render  a  settlemeni 
at  a  later  date  more  difficult.  Upon  that  the  Government  decided 
to  ask  Parliament  to  give  them  the  power  necessary  to  effect  a 
settlement ;  and  IN  May,  1879,  Parliament  passed  an  Act  at 

THEIR  request,  AND,   IN  THEIR  WORDS,  GIVING  THEM  AUTHORITY 

ro  GRANT  SUCH  LANDS  OR  SUCH  SCRIP,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
they  thought  right  in  the  settlement  of  these  claims.     So  that  at 
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that  time,  and  by  their  own  reqnest,  they  were  clothed  with 

THE  fullest   authority   TO   SETTLE   THIS   CLAIM. 
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CRUEL  AND   CALLOUS  NEGLECT. 

From  that  time  till  1885  they  did  towards  a  settlement  absolutely 
nothing — absolutely  nothing.  Mor  was  their  utter  neglect  pal- 
liated by  the  absence  of  remonstrances,  for  from  year  to  year 
poured  in  petitions,  representations,  resolutions  of  meetings, 
letters,  resolves  of  the  North- West  Council,  all  pointing  to  the 
importance  of  at  once  settling  this  question.  But,  until  January, 
1885,  they  did  nothing — absolutely  nothing.  In  that  month  they 
did  souiething  which  was  a  half-way  measure,  utterly  inadequate, 
and  having  taken  that  half-measure  they  stopped,  and  until  March 
or  April,  1885,  after  the  rebellion  had  actually  broken  out,  they 
did  nothing  more.  But  in  March,  1885,  they  took  the  first  some- 
what effectual  step  towards  recognizing  the  right  of  the  Half- 
breeds  of  the  North- West  in  respect  of  the  Indian  title ;  but  even 
then  the  recognition  was  inadequate,  and  it  was  not  till  April  that 
they  were  forced  by  fear  to  do  justice.  This  delay  took  place  not- 
withstanding that  in  June,  1884,  the  Half-breeds  had  called  into 
the  country  as  their  chief  and  leader  Riel,  who  Lad  great  influ- 
ence over  them,  and  in  whom  they  had  the  greatest  confidence,  to 
advise  and  counsel  them,  and  to  direct  the  agitation  for  what 
they  called  their  rights.  One  would  have  thought  that  even 
though  the  Government  had  been  blind  and  deaf  to  all  hints  and 
warnings  before,  this,  at  any  rate,  would  have  awaked  them.  One 
would  have  thought  that  when  the  author  of  the  old  trouble  had 
been  called  in  again,  and  when  he  was  holding  public  meetings, 
exciting  the  people,  and  calling  for  redress,  this  would  have 
aroused  them.  More  than  this,  there  were  remonstrances  sent 
down  from  high  dignitaries,  bishops,  missionaries,  public  ofiicers, 
persons  in  authority  all  through  the  Territories,  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  act,  and  to  act  at  once.  They  iiad,  even  then, 
plenty  of  time  and  room  to  act,  and  plenty  of  reasons  for  acting 
early.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  know  what  possessed  them  ;  I  have 
been  utter l//  unable  to  conjecture  what  it  was  that  possessed 
these  people  with  a  spirit  of  obstinacy  and  apathy  so  great  as  to 
prevent  them  from  taking  even  the  first  step  towards  the  redress 
of  these  grievances  until  it  wa^  too  late.  It  could  not  be  that  they 
were  not  alive  to  the  state  of  affairs,  for  the  papers  show  that 
though  they  took  no  measures  for  redress,  they  did  take  measures 
of  repression.  In  July,  1884,  they  sent  Col.  Houghton  to  the  dis- 
trict, to  take  away  the  arms  of  the  militia,  for  fear  they  might  be 
improperly  used.  They  applied  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
for  and  got  possession  of  the  old  post  at  Carleton,  to  be  used  as  a 
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special  station  for  the  Mounted  Police,  and  they  put  a  number  of 
men  there  in  case  of  trouble. 

....  THEY   COULD   INVENT   MEASURES   OF   REPRESSION,  '^Vi       .>h\ 

but  toward  the  good  old  constitutional  measure  of  remedying  the 
grievances,  of  taking  away  the  causes  of  offence,  of  removing  the 
origin  of  the  discontent  and  trouble,  not  tke  first  step  ivas  taken 
urUil  it  was  too  late.  (Cheers.)  They  say  now  that  the  rebellion 
was  precipitated,  because  in  January  they  took  the  first  step 
toward  settling  the  difficult}' ;  that  Riel  rose  earlier  than  he  in- 
tended, becau.se  he  found  the  Governiaent  was  moving  at  last, 
and  he  felt  that  if  he  waited  a  few  days  more  the  causes  of  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  people  would  be  removed,  and  he  would  be 
without  a  cry  for  rebellion,  and  the  people  would  not  rise  in  his 
support.  Does  not  that  statement,  in  itself,  prove  that  there  would 
have  been  no  rebellion  at  all  had  the  Government  acted  earlier  ? 
(Loud  cheeis.)  Could  I  give  you  plainer  proof  of  their  guilt  than 
this — their  own  statement  ?  If  they  had  acted  in  1882,  in  1883, 
in  the  summer  of  1884,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  even  if  they  had  acted 
effectually  in  December  of  1884,  January^  1885,  they  woidd  have 
acted  late  indeed,  but  yet  in  time  enough  to  remove  what  they 
admit  to  be  a  main  lever  and  help  for  Riel  in  the  rising,  the 
grievance  which  was  left  untouched  in  spite  of  petitions,  but  which 
was  soon  adjusted  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  (Cheers.)  What 
was  the  extent  of  this  particular  grievance?  They  say  it  was  not 
very  great  in  the  district  which  was  particularly  disturbed,  in 
which  the  rising  took  place.  That  has  very  little  to  do  with  the 
question.  The  danger  never  was  confined  to  the  case  of  the  few 
men  who  rose.  From  them  there  could  be  no  danger.  TflK  danger 
WAS  great  lest  the  Half-breeds  generally  should  rise  and 

JOIN  THE  cause  LED  BY  RiEL,  AND  THE  DANGER  WAS  STILL  GREATER 

LEST  THE  Indians  also  should  rise.  Now,  the  danger  with 
reference  to  the  Half-breeds  generally  was  very  great.  How  do  I 
prove  it  ?  I  prove  it  by  the  fact  that  this  grievance  to  which  I 
have  referred  was  submitted  to  a  Commission,  and  that  Commis- 
sion has  since  reported  the  cases  of  about  , 
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1,700  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  WERE  ENTITLED   TO  SHARE  IN  THIS  CLAIM, 

or  allowance  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  and  who  had  » 
not  received  justice  for  all  these  years.  I  prove  it  by  the  further 
fact  that  there  was  an  analogous  and  long-standing  grievance ' 
in  respect  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  share  in  the  grant  made 
to  the  Half-breeds  of  Manitoba,  but  who  were  absent  at  the 
time,  and  were  not  enumerated,  and  of  these  nearly  four  hundred 
cases  have  been  found.  These  two  together  make  about  two  thou- 
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sand  cases  of  this  class  of  grievance.  That  is  a  good  many  in  itself, 
but  when  you  reflect  that  the  whole  Half-breed  population  in  the 
North-  West,  men,  w'omen,  and  children,  was  about  4,800,  and  of 
these  about  two  thousand  had  long-standing  and  unredressed 
grievances  of  this  class,  the  ease  becomes  startling  indeed.  Take 
the  population  of  Ontario,  about  two  millions  of  people,  and  sup- 
pose that  over  800,000  souls  amongst  our  population  had  each  one 
an  individual  grievance  against  the  Government  of  a  great  many 
years'  standing,  and  I  want  to  know  how  peaceful  and  quiet,  and 
contented  and  happy  we  would  be.  (Loud  applause.)  We  would 
agitate,  we  would  protest,  we  would  be  disturbed  aim  discontented, 
and  we  should  be  unworthy  of  our  name  and  of  the  position  and 
liberties  our  forefathers  won  }or  ws  if  we  should  sit  perfectly  quiet 
for  years  under  absolute  neglect  luithout  finding  the  first  attempt 
made  to  remove  the  grievances  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation! 

government's  quilt  proved  from  official  documents.       . 

I  can  show  to  you  from  the  papers  and  statements  of  these  men 
themselves  that  there  were  grievances  affecting  a  large  portion  of 
the  Half-breed  population  ;  that  the  fact  was  known  to  them,  and 
the  importance  of  an  early  remedy  was  also  known  ;  that  they 
asked  for  and  received  in  1879  full  power  to  settle  the  difficulty  ; 
that  they  did  not  move  at  all  until  1885 ;  that  they  were  asked 
again  and  again  in  the  meantime  to  act ;  that  they  were  warned 
again  and  again  in  the  meantime  of  the  danger  of  delay ;  that  in 
June,  188 1,  Riel  came  in,  and  they  were  thus  especially  warned  in 
time  to  have  averted  the  danger ;  that  they  in  some  sort  knew  the 
danger  of  the  situation,  and  thought  it  serious  enough  to  justify 
them  in  taking  away  the  militia  service  and  establishing  a  special 
post  of  the  Mounted  Police ;  that  notwithstanding  all  this,  they 
(idi  nothing  to  redress  till  1885.  In  the  Coniuions  House  of  Par- 
liament I  have  told  these  men  face  to  face,  that  before  God 

AND  man  1  hold  them  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  EVERY  DROP  OF  BLOOD 
SPILLED,  EVERY  PANG  SUFFERED,  EVERY  DOLLAR  OF  TREASURE 
SPENT,  ALL  OJR  LOSS  OF  REPUTATION,  ALL  OUR  BLASTED  HOPES, 
BECAUSE  OF  THIS   REBELLION  ;   AND  WHAT  I  SAID  TO  THEM  FACE  TO 

FACE  I  SAY  TO  YOU  TO-DAY.  (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.) 

Well,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  these  are  the  men  who 
come  before  you  towards  the  close  of  their  Parliamentary  term 
and  claim  a  renewal  of  your  confidence.  Will  they  ask  it  on 
the  score  that  after  you  first  gave  them  your  confidence,  and 
when  they  became  connected  with  the  North-West,  they  marked 
Canada's  acquisition  of  that  territory  by  a  rebellion  due  to 
their  mismanagement,  and  on  the  further  score  that  towards 
the  close  of  their  second  term  they  have  by  their  accumulated 
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misdeeds  and  neglect  produced  a  second  rebellion  in  that  coun- 
try ?  (Cheers.)  1  say  no  more  damning  record  of  utter  incapa- 
city, absolute  neglect,  and  complete  forgetfulness  of  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  office  can  be  disclosed  than  that  which 
even  the  imperfect  records  we  have  relating  to  this  unhappy 
affair  sufficiently   evidence.     But  we  have  not  got  it  all !     They 

are  too  wise  to  let  us  have  it  all.     (Applause.)  •  - ^  "^^  ^J  -- • 

■  .-J 

GOVERNMENT  DARE  NOT  BRING  DOWN  THE  WHOLE  RECORD. 

The  day  that  news  came  that  war  had  broken  out  in  Canada,  I 
called  for  papers  on  the  subject.  That  call  I  have  again  and 
attain  renewed  since  then.  From  various  sources  I  learned,  on 
various  grounds  I  conjectured,  judging  from  the  probable  results 
of  motives  of  duty  and  policy,  I  was  sure  there  were  communica- 
tions from  various  persons  ])ointing  out  the  situation  of  affairs, 
particularly  during  the  summer  of  1884,  and  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  I  called  for  these  communications,  but  was  tjLl  that  at  that 
time  nothing  could  be  given.  I  called  again  and  a^ain.  At  one 
time  I  was  told  there  were  not  clerks  enough  to  copy  them,  that 
it  would  take  too  much  time,  that  I  was  too  inquisitive,  but  that 
I  would  get  them  some  later  day.  At  another  time  I  was  told 
it  was  a  monstrous  request,  for  the  rebellion  would  be  apfgiavated 
by  bringing  them  down.  (Laughter.)  Again  I  was  told  that  I 
was  a  heartless,  cruel  man,  asking  that  papers  should  bo  brought 
dowm  when  the  bringing  of  them  down  would  put  the  lives  of 
missionaries  and  officials  in  peril.  These  papers,  1  charge^  showed 
that  the  missionaries  and  officials  had  done  their  duty  in  learning 
the  Government  of  the  true  state  of  affairs,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  neglected  its  duty  in  paying  no  heed  to  these  warnings. 
I  ask  you,  as  sensible  men,  do  you  suppose  that  the  lives  of  mis- 
sionaries and  officials  would  be  put  in  peril  by  papeis  b&ing 
brought  down  such  as  these  ?  (Applause )  They  wrote  to  the 
Government  saying  : — Here  is  a  grievance  ;  the  people  feel  it  and 
are  discontented  ;  redress  the  grievance,  and  redress  it  quickly,  or 
difficulty  will  arise.  Of  course,  such  a  letter  as  that  would 
strengthen,  not  weaken,  the  missionary  or  official  who  wrote  it 
with  the  people,  for  they  would  say  : — :"  Here  is  a  man  who  is 
alive  to  our  situation,  who  admits  that  we  have  grievances,  who 
calls  for  their  settlement."  Such  a  letter  would  not  endanger  its 
writer's  life.  I  admit,  however,  that  there  would  be  danger  in 
bringing  down  these  papers,  and  that  life  would  be  imperilled. 
But 

THE  DANGER  WOULD  BE  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT, 

and  the  life  imperilled  would  be  the  political  life  of  those  untrust- 
worthy stewards  of  your  affairs.     (Loud  laughter  and  applause.) 
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And  so  I  went  on  asking  until  I  was  nearly  as  weary  as  they 
were.     Towards  the  close  of  the  session  before  last,  after  having 
made  statements  of  many  of  the  missing  papers,  I  put  a  series  of 
questions  on  the  paper  in  which  I  inquired   whether  there  were 
letters  from  this,  that,  and  the  other  person.     In  some  cases  I  was 
told  there  were,  and  in  some  cases  that  it  was  believed  there  were 
such  letters,  but  the  papers  would  be  collected  and  laid  upon  the 
table  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  session.     When  the  session 
— that  is  last  session — opened,  I    asked  where  the  papers  were. 
Sir  John  Macdonald  said  : — "If  you  will  renew  the  question  in  a 
day  or  two  I  will  in  the  meantime  look  up  the  report  of  the  de- 
bates and  let  you  know."     (Laughter.)     I  asked  again,  but  he  told 
me  that  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  look  the  matter  up.     You  see 
this  matter  was  of  no  interest  to  him,  and  .he  had  no  doubt 
forgotten  it.     (Laughter.)     I  asked  again,  and  he  replied  that 
really  my  demands  of  the  previous  session  had  been  so  numerous 
that  he  must  ask  me  to  go  them  all  over  again,  and  tell  him  what 
I  wanted.     I  said  in  substance  :  .ii;' 

The  record  is  there.  Now  I  will  tell  you  what  I  want.  I  want 
to  know  whether  you  acknowledge  it  to  be  your  duty,  and  whether 
you  intend  to  bring  down  any  of  the  papers  this  session,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Government  and  the  pledges 
they  have  made  ?  ,„      ,,      ,    ,.;•.,•[         i 

He  replied :—"  We  do."  '  :       ,!         " 

I  asked  "When?" 

He  said : — '*  They  are  now  in  course  of  preparation." 

I  waited  for  weeks  and  still  could  not  get  them.     I  then  moved 

a  resolution  declaring  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 

bring  down  all  the  papers  relating  to  this  matter  without  delay. 

They  met  that  motion  with  a  speech  in  which  they  pointed  out 

all  the  papers  that  had  been  brought  down,  and  suggested  that  no 

more*  could  be  expected  or  desired.     I  spoke  again.   I  went  over  a 

large  part  of  my  own  budget  of  the  previous  session,  reading  from 

the  reports  of  the  debates.     Then  one  of  them  rose  and  said  : — 

Now  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  stated  what  he  wants  (all 

of  which  and  more  had  been  stated  in  the  previous  session)  we 

will  treat  his  speech  as  if  it  had  been  an  order  of  the  House,  the 

papers  will  be  prepared  and  brought  down  at  the  earliest  possible 

moment. 

''     '■  AND  THEY'rK  not  DOWN   YET. 
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(Loud  applause  and  laughter.)     But  they  defeated  my  motion  be-i 
cause  a  confiding  member  on  their  own  side  of  the  House  proposed 
as  an  amendment  that,  having  regard  to  the  declarations  of  the 
Government  and  their  willingness  to  bring  down  all  the  papers, 
the  House  was  satisfied,  and  the  majority,  composed  largely  of 
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such  men  as  the  member  for  Gloucester  (Mr.  Burns),  of  whom  I  told 
you,  carried  that  amendment.  We  moved  for  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry, I  declaring  in  my  place  that  I  believe<l  I  could  prove  that 
tnere  were  important  papers  affecting  the  delay,  neglect,  and  mis- 
management of  the  Government  in  theNorth-WeHt,and  which  were, 
or  had  been,  in  the  archives,  if  I  could  get  a  committee  to  take 
evidence.  But  they  voted  that  down,  and  would  not  give  me  the 
means  of  pioving  my  words,  nor  would  they  bring  down  the 
papers.  "r%i^  U- 

'..:  '       ,    s-'^'  WHAT  DOES  ALL   THIS  SHOW?        '     -     '      :»)(.:;. 

If  there  was  a  dispute  between  two  of  your  neighbours  in  which 
the  proof  afforded  by  certain  papers  in  the  possession  of  one  was 
said  to  be  important  to  make  good  the  case  of  the  other,  amd  if  he 
refused  to  produce  those  papers,  would  you  say  that  that  proved 
his  innocence?  (Laughter.)  Not  at  all ;  you  would  say  that  was 
of  itself  strong  evidence  on  the  other  side.  The  holder  would  be 
very  glad  to  bring  them  forward  if  they  helped  his  case  and  dis- 
proved his  opponent's.  (Applause.)  "  Everything  is  presumed 
against  him  who  conceals  or  destroys  the  papers.'  That  is  what 
the  law  says,  and  the  principles  of  the  law  are,  after  all,  founded 
on  common  sense.  You  presume  the  worst  against  the  man  who 
destroys  the  documents,  because  if  they  would  not  prove  the  worst 
he  would  rather  have  produced  than  destroyed  them.  I  hope 
these  documents,  or  the  evidence  of  them,  will  yet  see  the  light. 
I  am  afraid  it  will  require  great  pressure,  and  that  pressure  will 
have  to  be  applied  by  the  electorate  before  we  shall  see  the  true 
inwardness  of  this  whole  matter.  Partly  from  such  reports  as  the 
Government  were  forced  to  bring  down,  partly  from  newspapers 
and  other  sources,  I  have  gathered  certain  facts,  and  have  laid  them 
before  Parliament  and  the  people.  These  facts,  some  of  which  I 
have  stated,  are  even  now  fully  proven,  and  you  can  depend  upon 
them.  How  much  more  there  is  to  be  learned,  what  greater 
mystery  of  iniquity  is  hid  yet  within  those  pigeon-holes  you  can 
only  conjecture  who  see  that  in  the  face  of  all  remonstrances,  in 
the  face  of  all  their  own  promises,  in  breach  of  their  public  duty, 
the  Government  refuses  to  let  them  see  the  light  of  day. 

Now  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  I  have  stated  all  the 
grievances  and  neglects,  or  even  the  chief  grievances  «,iid  neglects, 
affecting  those  who  actually  rose.     I  have  not  done  so,  nor  does 
time  allow.  But  grave  grounds  of  complaint  there  were  with  refer-  . 
ence  to  their  surveys,  their  river  fronts,  the  arrangements  for  their  < 
holdings,  the  reserves  for  colonization  companies,  and  other  niattera;  , 
and  gross  neglect — the  grossest  neglect — there  was  no  response  to  » 
the  letters,  petitions,  and  remonstrances  sent  down  by  these  poor  i 
people  and  their  missionaries — some  being  never  even  answer<:^d, 
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and  the  bulk  shamefully  delayed  and  ignored.  The  discussion  of 
these  grievances  would  require  a  speech.  I  pass  them  by  for  the 
present. 

NORTH-WEST  INDIANS. 

Another  great  source  of  danger  to  the  North- West  was  the  un- 
fortunate condition  of  the  Indian  y)opnlation.     That  population 
was  numerous,  it  was  warlike  and  trained  to  battle  and  combat 
of  a  certain  kind — the  Indian  warfare.  It  was  dissatisified,  irritat- 
ed, discontented,  because  it  also  had  been  miserably  misgoverned, 
because  the  liberal  appropriations   which  Parliament  had  made 
(adequate,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  with  the  most  moderate  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians  themselves,  to  sustain   them   with 
reasonable  comfort)  had  been  so  ap}>lied,  or  rather,  so  misapplied, 
or  were  so  left  unused,  that  THE  Indians  were  in  large  num- 
bers STARVED,  and  in  greater  numbers  half-starved.      For  the 
official  reports  show  you  the  cases  of  numbers  of  those  people, 
some  mere  children,  people  of  tender  years,  actually  dying  of 
starvation  ;  and   others  of  disease  engendered  or  accelerated  by 
famine.  It  has  been  shown  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  the  Indians  into  such  action  as  it  thought  right  by 
reducing  them  from  rations  to  half-rations,  and  from  that  to  quar- 
ter-rations, and  I  don't  know  how  much  lower,  in  order  to  starve 
them  into  removal.      The  Indian  is  very  different  from  the  white 
man  in  many  respects.     The  habits  of  his  life  have  led  him  to  be 
improvident,  and  he  gorges  himself  when  he  has  a  supply  of  food, 
and  abstains  very  patiently  when  he  can't  get  it.     When  you  re- 
flect that  these  half  or  quarter-rations  are  distributed  weekly,  or 
two  or  three  times  a  week,  to  the  head  of  the  family,  you  can 
easily  see,  judging  from  the  character  of  the  Indian,  what  the  re- 
sult was  likely  to  be.  The  starvation  rations  given  out  were  eaten 
at  once,  and  perhaps  they  were  eaten  by  the  buck,  and  the  squaw 
and  papooses  were  left  absolutely  to  starve.     This  was  done  in 
some  cjises  without  any  cause  whatever.     The  food  supplied  was 
also  unsuitable,  and  produced   disease  and  death.     There  were 
other  courses  pursued  of  immorality  and  wickedness,  to  which,  be- 
fore a  mixed  audience,  I  dislike  to  allude,  but  which  were  certain 
to  produce  the  worst  results.     The 

IVHOLE    STORY   IS   HUMILIATING.  , 

A  national  sin  has  received  a  retribution.  The  Indians  were  so 
misgoverned  and  mismanaged  that  they  were  ripe  for  revolt.  And 
the  Half-breeds,  who  should  have  been  our  influence  for  good,  had 
also,  as  1  have  shown  you,  been  alienated  by  neglet,  delay,  and 
mismanagement.     It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  Riel  came 
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in,  and  under  such  circumstances  that  the  Government  remained 
inactive  during  1884. 

"WHAT   ABOUT   RIEL  ?"  ^  ,,         .   , 

I  shall  now,  with  your  permission,  answer  the  question  put  me 
by  a  gentleman  in  the  audience,  "  What  about  Riel  ?"  1  did  not 
answer  that  question  then,  desiring  to  finish  what  I  had  to  say 
upon  the  subject  I  was  treating ;  but  I  am  ready  to  reply.  The 
Refopv  party,  although,  they  believed  that  there  had  been 

ON  the  part  of  the  GoVERNMEiNT  GREAT  NEGLECT,  MISGOVERN- 
MENT,  and  DELAY,  FELT  IV  TO  BE  THEIR  DUTY,  WHILE  THE  RE- 
BELLION WAS  AFOOT,  TO  ASSIST  THE   AUTHORITIES  OF  THE  CiWNTRY 

in  the  suppression  of  the  revolt  against  law  and  in  the  restoration 
of  peace  and  order.  They  felt  it  their  duty  emphatically  to  do  so, 
having  regard  to  the  critical  condition  of  the  country,  due  to  the 
Indian  population.  It  was  that  fear  of  the  Indians,  the  knowledge 
of  the  danger  to  those  in  isolated  settlements,  that  induced  us 
finally  to  say  to  the  Government :  "  Go  on  ;  you  know  the  danger, 
you  keep  information  on  this  question  to  yourselves,  you  say  you 
can't  tell  us  ;  all  right,  don't  tell  us,  but  take  all  the  men  you  say 
you  want.  Take  all  the  arms  and  supplies  necessary.  We  vote 
them  freely;  we  will  help  you  as  far  as  we  can  so  that  order  may 
be  restored  and  the  settlers  saved.'*  ......  .,,,., 
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ORDER  WAS  RESTORED 


!(«»'.'.    ryV   ■U',i'.)    i>-:H 


and  then  came  the  pi-ocess  of  the  law  against  the  rebels.  You  re- 
member how,  during  the  outbreak,  the  Government  charged  the 
white  settlers  of  Prince  Albert  with  being  the  most  criminal  per- 
sons in  connection  with  this  rebellion.  And  when  the  trials  came 
on  they  sent  instructions  to  their  counsel  that  amongst  the  most 
important  things  they  had  to  do  was  to  ferret  out  this  matter, 
find  those  wicked  whites,  and  bring  them  to  trial  and  punishment, 
for  they  it  was  who  incited  the  Half-breeds  to  revolt,  and  they 
deserved  a  severer  sentence  than  the  others.  No  doubt  the  Gov- 
ernment employed  able  and  trustworthy  counsel.  No  doubt  those 
counsel  did  their  duty.  But  they  were  enabled  to  find  only  two 
or  three  whites  who  were  men  worthy  of  being  brought  to  trial. 
One  of  them  was  concerned,  but,  being  insane  at  the  time,  he  was 
acquitted ;  and  one  was  found  not  guilty,  nothing  whatever  hav- 
ing been  proven  against  him.  There  were  none  others  fit  to  be 
even  brought  to  trial.  They  put  thirty  or  forty  Indians  and  about 
as  many  Half-breeds  on  their  trial,  and  they  put  Riel  upon  his 
trial  also.  The  question  whether  Riel  was  properly  submitted  to 
the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  created  great  excitement.  1  was, 
at  that  time,  not  in  the  country.     When  I  returned  I  found 
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THE  COUNTRY  IN  A  GREAT  FERMENT. 
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I  found  an  effort  being  made  to  create  national,  race,  religious, 
and  party  issues  upon  tliis  question.  1  found  the  Toronto  Mail,  f  )r 
instance,  declaring  that  the  whole  French  and  Catholic  population 
were  going  one  way  on  grounds  of  nationality  and  creed,  and  were 
to  attack  the  Government  because  a  Frenchman  and  a  Catholic 
had  been  executed,  and  calling  upon  all  other  races  and  creeds  to 
support  the  Government,  and  so,  forsooth,  to  put  down  this  national 
and  religious  cry.    I  said  that  a  qukstion  which  involved  the 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE,  A  QUESTION  WHICH  INVOLVED  NATION- 
ALITY AND  RELIGION,  SHOULD  NEVER  BY  MY  CONSENT  OR  BY  MY  IN- 
FLUENCE, OR  IF  I  COULD  PREVENT  IT,  BE  MADE  A  PARTY  QUESTION 

AT  ALL.  I  want  the  administration  of  justice  to  be  discussed,  as 
I  want  all  questions  which  may  touch  religious  or  national  feelings 
or  prejudices  to  be  discussed  apart  from  party  bias,  so  that  no  con- 
sideration of  party  zeal  may  influence  us  to  do  things  that  would 
tend  to  impair  the  administration  of  justice,  or  to  inflame  religious 
or  national  passions  or  prejudices.  (Cheers.)  For  myself,  and  for 
my  party  as  its  leader,  I  gave  my  pledge  that  when  that  question 
came  up  it  should  be  considered  and  voted  on  by  us  as  each  man, 
after  patient  attention  to  the  attacks  upon  the  Government  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  defence  of  the  Government  on  the  other,  should 
deem  in  his  heart  and  conscience  it  was  right  and  proper  to  vote, 
and  that  we  would  not  attempt  to  form  any  party  connection.  I 
declared  that  upon  it  we  would  be,  as  I  believed,  divided  in 
opinion,  and  would  vote  according  to  our  individual  opinions.  On 
the  other  hand  I  declared  that 

THE  WICKED    ATTEMPT    OF    "THE  MAIL"    AND  THE    OTHER    TORY 
/i.>       ORGANS  TO  RAISE  A  NATIONAL  AND   RELIGIOUS   ANTI- FRENCH 
AND  ANTI-CATHOLIC  CRY,      >    >'  ;..,..,■,„..■.   ,        ..       ■''  m     :s  ,. 

on  the  representation  that  all  the  French  and  Catholic  members 
would  vote  against  the  Government,  was  based  on  a  mis-state- 
ment. I  stated  my  conviction  that  with  them,  as  with  the 
Reform  party,  opinion  was  divided;  aud  I  assured  the  people 
that  the  cry  of  the  Government  in  danger  was  only  a  device  to 
entrap  and  excite  portions  of  the  people  into  a  disastrous  war  of 
race  and  creed.  As  I  said,  so  it  was.  The  Liberal  members 
made  no  party  connection,  gave  no  party  vote;  each  man  voted 
perfectly  freely  and  as,  in  his  conscience,  he  thought  right,  and 
we  were  about  equally  divided.     It  was 
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J  A  DIFFICULT  AND  COMPLICATED  QUESTION. 
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I  would  like  to  discuss  it  before  you  at  length,  bub,  for  want  of 
time,  I  am  compelled  to  deal  with  only  some  of  its  phases,  and  in 
a  few  words.  The  main  point  in  my  mind  was  this :  Was  the 
man  intellectually  in  such  a  condition  that  the  extreme  penalty 
of  the  law  should  be  inflicted  ?  Our  law  for  all  crimes  recognizes 
a  great  distinction  between  the  moral  guilt  of  men,  even  though 
they  commit  what  is  known  to  the  law  as  the  same  crime.  The 
degrees  of  provocation,  of  premeditation,  of  imbecility,  or  insanity, 
are  among  the  elements  taken  into  consideration  as  affecting  the 
moral  guilt  and  the  consequent  punishment.  In  all  crimes  known 
to  the  law,  except  one,  the  weight  to  be  given  to  these  considera- 
tions is  decided  by  the  judge.  If  you  have  attended  the  assizes 
as  jurymen  or  witnesses,  you  have  probably  seen  two  men  con- 
victed on  diflferent  days  of  the  same  legal  crime.  At  the  close  of 
the  assizes  the  judge  sentences  both,  and  in  one  case  he  may  send 
a  man  to  the  penitentiary  for  fifteen  years  or  for  life,  and  another 
uilty  of  the  same  legal  crime  he  may  send  for  three  days  to  gaoL 

F  THEY   WERE  CONVICTED  OF  THE   SAME  CRIME,   WHY    NOT  GIVE 

THEM  THE  SAME  SENTENCE  ?  Because,  though  the  crime  was  the 
same,  the  moral  guilt  was  different,  and  what  would  be  only 
adequate  punishment  in  one  case  would  be  far  too  severe  in 
another.  Out  of  279  sentences  which  do  not  affect  the  life  of  the 
prisoner,  and  in  which  the  judge  apportions  the  punishment  to 
the  crime,  only  one  is  in  practice  altered  by  the  action  of  the 
Executive.  This  is  because  the  judge  has  apportioned  the  penalty; 
but  in  the  capital  sentence  the  judge,  under  the  law,  is  bound  to 
pronounce  not  the  appropriate  sentence  but  the  extreme  sentence 
of  the  law,  and  the  duty  he  discharges  in  other  cases  is  handed 
over  in  this  case  to  the  Executive.  It  cannot  be  contended  for  a 
moment  that  there  may  not  be  as  many  shades  of  guilt  in  murder 
as  in  assault  or  robbery.  The  consequence  of  this  distinction 
is  that  one  out  of  every  two  capital  sentences  instead  of  one  out 
of  279,  is  commuted  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  In  England  less 
than  half  the  men  sentenced  to  death  are  really  executed.  Why  ? 
Because  the  Government  is  bound  to  consider  each  case  and  to 
decide,  as  the  judge  does  on  other  cases,  on  the  extent  of  responsi- 
bility and  of  moral  guilt.  Now  this  man  had  been  certainly 
MAD.  That  is  disputed  hf  no  candid  man.  He  had  been  in 
three  lunatic  asylums.  His  delusions  were  proved  and 
KNOWN.  If  I  had  time  to  tell  you  of  those  delusions,  you  would 
see  that  they  were  such  as  no  sane  man  could  hold.  He  recovered 
and  was  discharged  from  the  asylum.  The  rule  is,  as  established 
by  experience,  that  three  persons  out  of  four  who  have   once 
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become  insane  either  continue  insane  or  become  insane  again. 
The  probabilities  were  therefore  that,  though  he  had  recovered, 
insanity  would  at  some  time  manifest  itself  in  him  again.  He 
was  proved  to  have  suffered  under  the  same  delusions,  the  same 
aberrations  of  intellect,  in  the  North- West,  as  he  had  suffered 
under  when  in  the  asylum,  and  under  others  also.  I  came  to  the 
conclusion,  and  I  believed  as  clearly  as  I  believe  I  am  standing 
here  to-day,  that 

HIS  INTELLECT  WAS   SERIOUSLY  DISTURBED 

and  unbalanced,  that  he  was  insane.  Having  been  myself  a 
Minister  of  Justice,  having  years  before  been  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge perhaps  the  most  solemn  and  painful  duty  that  can  be  laid 
upon  a  man — practically  upon  my  own  responsibility  to  determine 
whether  a  fellow-creature  s  life  should  end  on  the  gallows,  or 
whether  it  was  compatible  with  or  due  to  the  interests  of  justice 
and  the  good  of  society  that  he  should  suffer  the  secondary  pun- 
ishment of  imprisonment  for  life — it  became  my  duty  tnen  to 
consider  these  questions  in  relation  to  the  principles  which  underlie 
them  years  before  this  case  occurred.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  then 
that  where  a  man's  intellect  was  seriously  unsettled,  though  he 
might  have  some  responsibility,  and  though  the  interests  of  society 
might  require  his  punishment,  I  ought  not,  as  Minister  of  Justice, 
to  advise  that  such  a  one  should  be  consigned  to  tlie  scaffold,  that 
J  might  send  h'  i  to  the  penitentiary,  and  then,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances as  they  developed,  let  him  remain  there  or  remove  him 
to  a  criminal  lunatic  asylum  for  his  life.  I  applied  the  conclusions 
thus  reached  years  before,  after  careful  thought  and  study,  to  the 
facts  before  me,  and  saw  that  I  could  not  honestly  vote  in  favour 
of  any  decision  but  that  the  sentence  of  execution  ought  to 
HAVE  been  commuted — not  that  the  man  should  be  pardoned  as 
so  many  have  wrongly  declared  I  said,  I  said  that  the  man  was 
guilty.  He  had,  as  the  jury  found,  sufficient  intellect  to  be  pro- 
perly declared  guilty,  but  a  secondary  punishment  ought  to  have 
been  substituted  for  the  extreme  one  of  death.     (Applause.) 

THE  VERDICT  DID  NOT  SETTLE  THE  QUESTION. 

The  Government  seem  to  have  concluded  that  the  verdict  settled 
the  question.  It  did  not.  Our  law  requires,  in  order  to  an  acquit- 
tal on  the  ground  of  insanity,  that  tllte  jury  should  be  satisfied 
that  the  prisoner  is  so  insane  that  he  does  not  know  right  from 
wrong.  I  will  not  give  you  the  other  technical  distinctions.  This 
is  enough  for  the  occasion.  This,  then,  is  all  the  verdict  proved. 
But  the  great  bulk  of  the  lunatics  in  the  asylums  do,  as  any  doctor 
will  tell  you,  have  a  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong,  and  therefore 
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there  leraained  matter  for  enquir\'  by  the  Executive.  Though 
not  80  insane  as  to  be  entitled  to  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  was  he  of 
such  disorderoi^l  intellect  as  not  to  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  gallows  ? 
To  put  it  as  a  great  English  judge  described  the  case  of  a  commut- 
ed murderer, 

"THOUGH  NOT  MAD  ENOUOH  TO  BE   ACQUITTED,  HE  WAS  OBVIOUSLY 

TOO  MAD  TO  BE   llAN(iED." 

That  is  my  firm  belief.  But  the  Government  delibemtely  de- 
cided not  to  enter  on  that  question,  and  they  claim  that  the  ver- 
dict settled  it.  They  are  wrong  in  law,  they  are  wrong  in  justice, 
they  are  wrong  in  humanit}^  and  the  principle  they  applied  can- 
not, as  I  believe,  be  supported.  The  execution,  then,  was  on  this 
ground,  as  I  thought,  a  blow  at  the  administration  of  criminal 
justice.  Other  important  points  there  were — points  of  the  great- 
est gravity,  but  for  their  discussion  there  is  no  time,  and  1  must 
pass  them  by.  I  voted  then  to  regret  the  execution^  I  never 
gave  a  vote  with  so  much  pain  in  my  life.  The  vote  could  do  ua 
no  good,  so  far  as  the  man  was  concerned.  It  was  not  a  question 
of  saving  his  life,  for  the  man  was  dead.  I  knew,  also,  that  a 
large  number  of  my  OM^n  friends  were  inclined  to  a  conclusion,  on 
information,  as  I  believed,  one-sided  and  inadequate,  different 
from  my  own.  I  knew  that  many,  whose  judgment  I  value  highly, 
thought  differently  from  me.  I  knew  too,  that  there  was  a  cloud 
of  passion, 

A  MIST  OF  PREJUDICE   ABOfT  THIS  CASE, 

which  was  likely  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  sound  and  un- 
biased judgment  among  the  masses  of  the  population.  I  felt, 
however,  that  there  was  a  principle  at  stake.  I  decided  to  give 
such  a  vote  as  would,  in  my  belief,  commend  itself  to  the  calm 
consideration  of  future  years,  perhaps  of  future  generations,  when 
that  cloud  of  passion  and  prejudice  should  have  rolled  away. 
(Hear,  hear,)  I  knew  my  conclusion  would  be  unpopular.  I  was 
aware  that  it  would  lose  me  strength.  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  done  nothing  which  would  shock  the  prejudices  or  affec- 
tions, still  less  anything  which  would  oppose  itself  to  the  judgment 
of  honest,  honourable,  high-minded  men  with  whom  I  had  worked 
so  long,  and  with  whom  it  may  after  all  be  my  fortune  to  co-ope- 
rate in  the  future.  But,  as  I  said  the  other  day  to  my  own  con- 
stituents, highly  as  I  valued  their  mandate  to  represent  them  in 
Parliament,  they  would  demand  of  me  too  high  a  price  even  for 
that  great  honour  if,  as  a  condition  of  continuing  it,  they  should 
call  upon  me  to  sacrifice  my  convictions  in  order  to  satisfy  the^r 
opinions.  I  understand  that  what  they  sent  me  there  for  was 
this— -to  act  in  general  accordan<''e  with  the  great  Liberal  princi- 
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pies  which  they  and  I  hold  in  common,  and  in  all  particular  in- 
'stances  to  endeavour  to  apply  these  principles ;  on  every  question 
to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case,  to  discover  the  law  applicable  to 
those  facts ;  to  strive  to  reach  a  sound  conclusion  as  to  what  justice 
and  the  public  interest  required,  and  to  vote  accordingly,  no  mat- 
ter whether  I  voted  with  or  against  their  views;  to  take  the 
consequences,  whatever  these  might  l>e,  but  in  no  case  to  violate 
my  convictions.  That  was  my  duty  ;  not  from  foar  of  incur- 
ring their  displeasure,  to  give  a  vote  which  did  not  commend 
itself  to  the  heart  and  head  with  which  I  was  called  upon  to  servo 
them  to  the  best  of  my  poor  ability.  (Cheers.)  Knowing,  then, 
that  it  would  be  distasteful  to  valued  friends  who  were  allied  with 
me,  while  I  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  given  a  ditlerent 
vote,  could  I  have  done  so  honestly,  I  gave,  without  hesita- 
tion, THE  VofE  WHICH  CONSCIENCE  CALLED  UPON  ME  TO  GIVE,  AND 
I  ASK  YOU  NOW  WHETHER  IT  WAS  BETTER  SO  TO  VOTE,  OR  TO  VOTE 
AS  SOME   OF  YOU  MIGHT  HAVE  WISHED,  AND  AGAINST  THE  MONITOR 

WITHIN.     (Loud  and  prolonged  cheering,  and  voices,  "  You  did 
right.")  (1, 


